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Friday, March 5 

PTA Executive Board 
Meeting 

 
Friday, March 12 
Family Math Night 

 
Thursday, March 25 

Dr. Ken Ginsburg  
Gunn High School 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

 
April 19—May 7 

2nd thru 5th grade 
Star Testing 

 
Any Day 

Seize the Day and 
Volunteer to Be a 

PTA Leader 
 

Any Day 
Play a Math Game 

with Your Child 
 

Any Day  
Read with Your Child 

 
 

Dear Nixon Families, 
 
In January, teachers sent home a form 
asking for your feedback about how this 
school year is going for your child.  We 
appreciate that many of you have taken 
the time to fill out and return these 
forms.  After teachers read them, they 
pass them on to me to read.  There is a 
question on the form asking what you 
like best about Nixon School.  One of 
the responses that I am finding over 
and over again among the many forms 
that I have read is the appreciation that 
parents feel for the diversity of our 
Nixon community.  This echoes the 
response of Nixon parents who 
completed the district survey conducted 
in spring of 2008 as part of the 
Strategic Planning process.  One 
hundred percent of these parents 
agreed that Nixon School has a 
culture of respect towards differences 
among students.  Nixon students 
come from more than 25 counties and 
learn and play together in the most 
natural way.  I suspect that our longing 
for greater harmony and respect among 
the nations of the world and the various 
ethnicities within this nation fuels our 
appreciation for the diversity within our 
school community.   
 
About five years ago, Nixon teachers 
and parents created International Night 
to celebrate the cultural diversity of our 
community. This event is scheduled for 
May 21 this year.  While many, many 
parents volunteer each year to bring 
food and share their expertise about 
their home countries, we are in serious 
need of a committee of parents to step 
forward to assist in the planning that 
must occur before International Night 
this year.  One of our parents who has 

faithfully worked on this event in recent 
years is about to “graduate” from Nixon.  
We need some other parents to learn 
what goes into making this event into a 
reality.  Please consider turning your 
appreciation of our school’s cultural 
diversity into active support of this 
event.  We need your help.  Please 
email me or call the school to volunteer 
for the International Night planning 
committee. 
  
Lifeskills and Conflict Resolution at 
Nixon : Thanks to all who attended our 
recent Parent Ed night on Lifeskills and 
conflict resolution.  Thanks also to 
teachers Amanda Gantley and Marie 
Legrand who helped with our 
presentation on this important topic.  
Our third set of Lifeskills Awards 
Assemblies have occurred this past 
week.  Congratulations to the award 
recipients this time.  Check for your 
photos in the display at the entrance to 
the school.  I encourage parents to 
celebrate your child’s Lifeskill awards at 
home – perhaps a special dinner where 
your child gets to select the menu or a 
shared family event that your child 
chooses.  An idea for weaving Lifeskills 
into your family life could be to include 
Lifeskill compliments in your dinner 
conversation.  A couple examples 
would include, “I really appreciate the 
way that you showed flexibility  when 
we needed to change plans and go to 
the grocery store before dinner tonight,” 
or  “I appreciate the patience you are 
using as you wait for your turn to be 
recognized at the Lifeskill Awards 
assemblies at school.”  If you model 
this, you just might get a Lifeskill 
compliment from your child! 
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Continued on page 2 
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Nixon News is a PTA funded 
newsletter, designed to serve as a 
parent educational and information 
resource.  It is published on Friday 
(except when holidays interfere) 
every three to four weeks.  
Submissions should be sent via e-
mail to the editor, Julie Tomz . 
Either type the text directly in the 
body of the e-mail or attach a 
Microsoft Word Format file.  If your 
article is on paper and cannot be 
submitted electronically or if you 
have a photo or graphic, please 
contact the editor for instructions.  
Deadlines are announced on page 2 
(see below) of every issue.  They are 
normally (but not always) the 
Wednesday the week before 
publication.  Articles may be edited 
for spelling, grammar, clarity, and 
length.  All submissions must 
include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Information in this newsletter is 
provided as a community service.  
The mention of any business, 
service, or organization in this 
newsletter does not imply 
endorsement by the Nixon PTA or 
the PAUSD. �

�
�

�������	�
���

��� ���!��"���#!����
�����
���� 	#���!��"���#��$��

��
��
����� "��������%� ���


�
��������
������ &�����'��(�

��
�
��� )�
�
�	�*+�
���
���� ��,�������

�

Principal’s Corner  Continued from page 1. 
Coming up next Tuesday, March 2, all students will participate in “Tools of 
the Heart” assemblies which will teach and help them practice conflict 
resolution skills.  The students will be grouped into Kinder and 1st grade, 
2nd and 3rd grades and 4th and 5th grades so the training can be targeted to 
the most frequent kinds of conflicts at each age level.  Your child’s teacher 
will be following up with more on this topic in coming weeks.   
 
State Testing  will be coming up at the end of April for 2nd through 5th 
graders.  Please don’t plan any family trips during the weeks of April 19 
through May 7.  If you anticipate a conflict, please let your child’s teacher 
know as soon as possible.   
 
Update on Parking and Traffic :   Thanks to everyone who has been 
trying to help us keep traffic moving smoothly through our parking lots 
during drop-off and pick-up times.  I know it takes a lot of patience on 
some days.  It seems that there is still some confusion about parking in a 
single line down the middle of the combined staff and visitor parking lot.  
When the traffic pattern was redesigned several years ago, this parking 
was actually eliminated.  The painting on the blacktop shows this area to 
be a drive through path.   We know that we have very limited parking at 
Nixon – both for staff and for parents and other visitors. We have chosen 
to ignore single file parking in this area during the middle of the school 
day, but it is very problematic if cars are parked there during drop-off or 
pick-up.  Please pay attention to the time and don’t leave your car parked 
there as cars are lining up for afternoon pick-up.  Remember also that you 
can park on the Tolman Drive side of campus and walk in near to the 
kindergarten classrooms.  If someone else picks up your child, please 
share this information with him or her.  
 
One of the auction items at our recent PTA Casino Night was a reserved 
parking space in the Nixon parking lot.  Please be aware of the sign that 
marks this space and avoid parking there.  
 
Finally, the local Stanford police have been present on Stanford Avenue in 
recent weeks issuing tickets to drivers who make a left turn out of the 
Nixon driveway during the prohibited times (7:30 – 8:30am and 1:00-3:00 
pm).  Be aware!  I’ve been told that an officer issuing the tickets has told at 
least some drivers (who are now upset with me!) that the Nixon principal 
requested that the Stanford police do this.  While I do hope that drivers 
pay attention and follow the signs regarding left turns, I did not contact the 
Stanford Sheriff’s Department regarding this concern.    
 
Back in Ohio where I grew up, “April showers 
brought May flowers.”  Here in California it’s the 
February rains that bring those first signs of 
spring.  There are daffodils in bloom all around 
town, so spring can’t be far away.  I know we are 
all looking forward to more sunshine!   
 
 

Mary Pat O’Connell 
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Nixon School rocks! Since the last issue of Nixon News, we have been really 
busy – cookie dough and family night out fundraisers; Haiti Relief garage sale; 
Silent Auction and Casino Night; Green Team recycling and composting program; 
Take your Family to School events (3 days); 5th grade promotion activities and 
fundraiser; staff appreciation lunch; and last but not least our parent education 
event on Lifeskills and Conflict Resolution.  There was something for everyone. 
Thank you all for participating.  (See individual articles in this issue for more 
information on these events). 
 
In the past two issues, I have discussed two of the three goals that your PTA has 
set for the year.  Our third goal is to close the educational gap.  One way is to 
provide the teachers with “tools” to help them reach out to students with many 
different learning styles.  The PTA has provided this funding via teacher mini-funds to enable teachers to get 
resources for their classroom; the purchasing of new books for our library to encourage reading at all levels 
as well as supplement the math and science curriculums; the purchasing of SMART boards and SMART 
document cameras for use in the classroom, and much more.  Ask your child’s teacher about the many 
“tools” they use in class.  
 
We are so fortunate to be in this community.  We sometimes forget that we are in a public school with the 
amenities and accommodations equal to and sometimes exceeding many private schools in our area. 
Organizations like our PTA and PiE (Partners in Education) are able to provide for the enriching programs 
and personnel in our school.  Of course, this does come at a cost: your time and money.  We cannot continue 
to maintain and improve the current offerings without continued support from the community.  On this note, I 
am pleased to announce that our nominating committee has been voted in. They are Jo Marcus, Karen 
Jacobson, Katie Talbot, Beth Most and Neeraja Kambham. These 5 individuals have volunteered their time to 
help find candidates for next year’s Board and committee positions.  Please give them a few minutes of your 
time when they approach you.  It is OK to say “No,” but I am hoping that you will want to be a part of the PTA.  
YOU make a difference!   
 
I am sure that everyone has read and/or heard about the state of financial woes that we are in. Palo Alto 
schools are facing deep and devastating cuts over the next few years.  Your PTA has voted to support the 
renewal of the parcel tax measure on the ballot in May. It is important to note that funds from this initiative 
remain within the Palo Alto School District and cannot be taken away by the State. It will take a 66.67% vote 
for this to pass. If every parent voted to support this measure, we account for only 24% of the total votes 
needed for this to pass.  If you have any questions, please email me at: dazzle-zook@msn.com.   
 
We continue to bring you more events over the next few months. We will be having our Family Math Night on 
Friday, March 12th. There is also a parent education event on March 25th featuring Dr. Ken Ginsburg at the 
Spangenberg Theatre (Gunn High School). Please continue to check our website for current information on 
events happening at Nixon and within our school District. 
 
As we begin the search for new leaders, this is also a great time for you to let us know how your PTA is 
doing.  I invite everyone interested in joining the PTA at the executive board level to join us at our next 
meeting on Friday, March 5th at 8:15 am. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 
 

Daisy 

PTA President’s Letter by Daisy Zook 



�
�
�
�

����������		
��


��
�
�������������	�
����
������������������
���
������� �	
���
��������������������
����	���������
�
���
���������� ����	�����!�
�����
����������
�����" ������!�	������
�������
���������
�
�����!��������� ����
�
��
������#���������������
����
����!�������!��� 
�! ������������
������������������������!������������� �����
 
�!��������!���������������
��
���
���
����������� 

��!�����
���������	������������!�����
������	���
 ��������
�

!���!�����������	��
��������#�������������
�� �� ����������	���������� 
�!���������$��� ���� 
����!�
������ ����������
�!!��	���#���������������$��!
��� �
��� ����������	���	���
��������	�����%���������
� �����
��

������&���������
��������
����������!���!������!�
 ���"�'��"���!�'������!��������"��	� ����
���������� ������
�
����
������
�������
��(
)(������� ����!����� �	
��� � ������	��!��
����������*�������
�+�
�

���������	
���
���
�����	���
����
����
��
������

� ��
����������
��
����������
�
����
����
��	���	������
�	
�����������	�����
��
��� ���

��
���
����
����
��	���	�������
�����
����������������������	� ����
������

������
�����
������	����

�

��
%�������������
��
������
���
���������
���	
���� �� ��������!� ����!��
���� !�"�""" ,��#�������
���!������
	
��	�����!�������
��"��
��������

���
�����������	 �-����

��!����!�
��������������
����������������%� *!�
��"���
������!�
���	������!���
������
��� �
�!
���� !��������������!�����������
�
��������!����	�
���������$�� ���������!����
����	� ����
���
��������

���
�����
�������!�!����������
� ���!�
 
�����$����
�� ����
���
�����!� �����
��
 �������
 �����
������!!���
������
����
���
����������������� ����
������
�����!� ����
��
�����!�
�������
������������ ���
���
����������

���������	�
��
��	����������������	�
��
��	����������������	�
��
��	����������������	�
��
��	�������� ���
����	�	��������������	�	��������������	�	��������������	�	����������� ���

����
����
����

��������	
�������
��	
���
�
�������������
��	
����� ���������	
�������
��	
���
�
�������������
��	
����� ���������	
�������
��	
���
�
�������������
��	
����� ���������	
�������
��	
���
�
�������������
��	
����� �� ���
  

��-�����#��


.�����������
��������/0�����1��.����� �2���*���2��#���.����
.����
���.0��
�(��2�
3�!/�*�

����1����#
���
���
���4�#��
�&������������ 56�����
��
��7
��
�����
��8��.�����������
�.��2���
5�6�����
��
����.���������1��*�
���
������
��
����. ��
��.
�������#�����#�
.�
�������94&!��:��#�
�#
���#��
�.��������1����2�.

����.2
�����������#
� ��*��2��
������-8��.�����������7�.
���������
�
��������1���
��
����
����2��*����.����11!����-��
�. ��������#
���1

���#��(��������
7
���1�*�
���#���
.����
.��#����
����
��
���

������#����#�


�2��2�
 ����*����
�*��
!�� #
�(�������-8���
����
�1���
*��
�.
���
�����#�����-�.�

�����
�
1���
7
����#�
. �����#
�.�������;� ���!����
!��2 !��

NIXON NEWS             Page 4 



 

Page 5                           NIXON NEWS 

By Suzie Lincoln     

There was a massive garage sale in the Nixon Theater on 
Saturday, January 30 to benefit the people of Haiti. In the 
week leading up to the event, students and their families 
brought in their wonderful toys and treasures to donate to 
the cause. Some classrooms collected pennies for the 
Pennies for Haiti Jar. It was really moving to know some 
students gave a majority of their piggy banks. Mrs. 
Manou’s class helped bring the idea to fruition and many 
of the students of B2 helped with pricing, organizing and 
making signs. 

The Theater was a beehive of activity all day Friday, as 
the wonderful volunteers organized the donations. On 
Saturday, there was a line of people at the door starting at 
7:30 a.m.! When the doors opened at 9 a.m. there was a 
rush for the super deals. There were fabulous musical 
performances by Nixon students and Nixon alumni on 
stage and a bake sale with home baked treats and other 
snacks. Many, many Nixon families attended and 
volunteered with this effort and showed that each 
individual can make a difference and have an impact on 
our world. 

In total we raised $5,700 for Operation Rainbow to fund 
medical supplies and equipment for their Haiti missions. 
Eighty percent of the total was in small garage sale 
purchases and small donations. The Pennies for Haiti Jar 
added up to a whopping $161.04! We also got a promise 
of thousands of dollars worth of sterile surplus medical 
supplies from a local group who heard about the 
fundraiser. 

Learn more about Operation Rainbow and updates about 
the mission to Haiti at http://www.operationrainbow.org/ 
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By M. L. (5 th Grade) 

On January 30, Nixon had a garage sale to raise money 
for Haiti. As you know Haiti was devastated by a 6.7 
earthquake just weeks ago. My mother and I thought 
about starting the garage sale at Nixon to help those in 
need. Years ago, my mother and my older sister 
organized a garage sale for Hurricane Katrina in order to 
raise money to help the people. I thought this was a 
good idea for Haiti so everyone could get 
involved.  During the week before the sale, Nixon 
families help organize all the donated items from the 
community. 

 It was a beautiful day for the garage sale. Families were 
waiting outside an hour before we opened the doors. 
Once we let people in the, the theater was swarmed with 
costumers with smiles on their faces. Music was playing 
by students. I was very pleased when I saw how many 
people had supported my idea by coming to buy a 
variety of items. Some of them were sport equipment, 
toys, clothes, furniture, and books. 

After all of the money was counted we made $5,700! 
That is more than three times more money than the 
garage sale for Hurricane Katrina. I was flabbergasted 
when I found out how much money we made. I will 
never forget this garage sale and would do it again if 
needed to help people that are victims of a disaster!  

 
 to Linda Baker, Claire Baker, Nazila Alasti, Daisy Zook, Kevin Zook, Leisa 
Waschura, Audrey Waschura, Harrison Waschura, Alex Lincoln, Katrin Richter, 

Liz Fendorf, Kyle Fendorf, Will Reister, Gioia Alllegretti, Patty Chang, Chloe Sorensen, Gabrelle Candes, Abraham 
Ryzhik, Jen Pleasants, Cindi Kingsley, Becki Brewer, Megan Cox, Tim Edmonds, Sharon Zebker, Jiyun Kim, Youngju 
Kim, Ellen Waxman, Abby Waxman, Shali Miklos, Elizabeth Trujillo-Garcia, Ericka Garcia, Ashini Srivastava, Kathryn 
Miller, Harriet Roeder, Carolina Albers, Jo Marcus, Deirdre Logan, Kim Bomar, Chiara Sabatti, Deb Bastino, Katalin 
Bacsa, Ruth Ann Daines, Nitay Gill, Madeleine Parnot, Veronique Albanese, Athina Perou-Quake, Brenda Liu, 
Cassandra Gencarella, Nancy Kaye, Sarah Patanroi, Kelly Yeh, Nikole Manou, Mary Pat O’Connell, and all the 
children and families that contributed. 
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The Nixon PTA Nominating Committee has begun its 
task of finding parents just like YOU who are 
interested in joining the PTA Executive Board or 
chairing various committees for the next school year.  
It may seem a bit early for this, but a slate of 
candidates must be posted for the upcoming election 
as soon as possible. 
 
As all of you who participate in the classroom already 
know, volunteering at Nixon can be deeply rewarding.  
Most importantly, volunteers help keep the PTA 
student and family programs running, communication 
avenues open, and through fundraising provide the 
required financial support for the programs that so 
many of us enjoy. 
 
Volunteering is a wonderful way to give back to this 
very special place that we call Nixon.  We must fill a 
number of positions – if not you, who?? 
 
Among the Executive Board positions we need to fill 
are President, Executive Vice President, and Vice 
President of Fundraising.  We also need a new Vice 
President of Communications,  Treasurer and 
Secretary.  In terms of committees, there are many 
possibilities for volunteer chairs, such as School 
Enrichment Programs and School Safety. 
 
To learn more about these possibilities, or if you know 
of someone who may be interested, please contact 
any of the Nominating Committee members listed 
below. 
 
Karen Jacobson  
Neeraja Kambham  
Jo Marcus   
Beth Most   
Katie Talbot   
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By Annie Godfrey-Weber 
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By Daisy Zook 

The PTA Take Your Family to School Week is about building family-school partnerships to support student 
success. Family involvement in children’s education increases student success in school – and has been at 
the heart of PTA since its founding in February 1897. With this event, we honor and continue our legacy of 
building family-school partnerships for the benefit of all children. 

Over three days (February 8–10) Nixon school hosted our first Take Your Family to School event. We kicked 
off the event with a breakfast in the theatre.  We had about 30 – 35 families show up for this. Dana Tom, our 
school board representative, was also present. We had parents read in the library to the children during their 
library period.  We had a number of people (dads, moms, grandparents etc) who came to have lunch with 
their student and also stayed for the lunch recess.  Many also participated in classroom activities over the 3 
day period.  It was really nice to see more dads that week.  We saw big smiles on many faces throughout the 
week. 

We hope to continue building the family-school partnerships so don’t wait for next year to come in and have 
fun with your student and his/her classmates. You are always welcome at Nixon school! 

A big “Thank You” goes to the Nixon staff for making this event a success.  Thanks also to the volunteers 
who worked with me on hosting the breakfast event. 

Committee: Ginna Bereton, Kim Peckenpaugh, Mary Pat O’Connell, Catherine Matterson, Ping Hao and 
Daisy Zook 
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As reported by students in the December issue of Nixon News, Teacher Jan Krinsley’s 2nd grade class 
recently made “scarves of love” for homeless individuals. The second graders made the scarves by hand, 
sewing on pictures or encouraging notes. 
 
Earlier this year, the class personally delivered the scarves to members of Palo Alto’s Downtown Streets 
Team, a transitional program in which participants work in exchange for food and shelter.  At the same time, 
the participants learn successful work habits with the goal of re-entering the workforce. 
 
Photos of Downtown Streets Team members and Jan’s class appeared in the Palo Alto Daily News. 
 
Thank you, 2nd Graders, for showing such thoughtfulness and creativity and representing Nixon so well! 
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(Photos shown here are from Nixon, not the Daily News.)  
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By Tena Cherry 

Do you have any spare change to donate to the Palo 
Alto Humane Society?  During March, there will be a 
friendly competition, a “penny war”, among the A, B 
and C pods.  At the end of the month, the money will 
be counted and the “winning” pod determined.  All of 
the money collected will be donated to the Humane 
Society.    

What is a “penny war” and how does it 
work?  Students are asked to donate their spare 
change during the month of March.  In the school 
office, there will be three jars, labeled for each 
pod.  Of course, they should have their parents’ 
permission.  Parents and teachers may also 
contribute.  

Donations allow the Humane Society to staff their 
HelpLine, create and manage humane programs, 
speak on behalf of critical animal issues, affect public 
perceptions and action, save animals’ lives through 
emergency veterinary funding, fund spaying and 
neutering to prevent increased overpopulation and 
subsequent euthanasia in animal shelters, and save 
human-animal bonds through veterinary assistance 
to those unable to afford it.  

This fundraising activity has been approved by the 
Nixon Student Council.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Jackie Cherry.  Thank you for your 
contribution! 

Students Speak 

This issue’s question is: 

S. S. (1st Grade) - At home I am responsible for 
setting up the dinner table, loading dirty laundry into 
the washer, and cleaning up and feeding my lovely 
hamster named Pancake.  The chore I like is setting 
up dinner table, and the chore I dislike is cleaning 
up my room. 

A. L. (1st Grade) - I usually clear the table after 
dinner and help play with my baby sister and brother 
when my mom is busy.  I make my bed everyday 
after I wake up.  My favorite responsibility is playing 
with my brother and sister when my parents are 
busy. 
 
A. I. (2nd Grade) - I keep my room clean and help 
my mom to sweep the kitchen. I empty my waste 
paper basket. I like to keep my room clean. When 
my room is clean I feel good.  
 
Congratulations to S. S., whose name was drawn 
from the group of contributors this month.  She will 
receive a Nixon T-shirt from the Nixon Spirit Shop.   

Next month’s question is: 

You work hard in school all week.  What are 
some things you like best to do on the 

weekend? 

Please e-mail the student’s response to Julie Tomz. 
You could win a prize! 

What family responsibilities 
do you have at home? 

Which responsibilities or 
chores do you like, and 

which ones do you dislike, 
and why? 
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On February 17, Nixon parents had the 
opportunity to learn how and why Nixon staff 
teach Lifeskills and Conflict Resolution 
across all grades. It was a great opportunity 
to get some parenting tips and learn how to 
reinforce or at least discuss what the children 
are hearing at school. If you weren’t able to 
attend but have questions, please approach 
Mary Pat O’Connell, Amanda Gantley (3rd 
Grade Teacher) or Marie Legrand (1st/2nd 
Grade Teacher), who presented at the event. 

 
Each week during morning announcements, students 
share examples of how they have demonstrated one of the 
Lifeskills, the behavior standards of the Nixon School 
community based on respect for others and self.  Here are 
some of the examples shared by students in the last 
several weeks. 
 
 
 
Courage is doing what is right even though you are afraid. 
 
I practiced courage when I tried new foods. 
 
I practiced courage when I was going to get a new belt in 
karate school. 
 
I practiced courage when I first started to ride my bicycle. I 
was afraid I was going to tip over because it did not have 
training wheels. 
 
I practice courage when I speak up in class. 
 
I use courage when I stand up for my friend when they are 
teased on the playground. 
 
I practice courage when I speak English.  
 
I use courage when I speak in front of the whole class. 
 
I practiced courage when I rode a two-wheeler and it was 
hard to ride. 
 
I showed courage when I saw a rattlesnake.  
 
I use courage when I play soccer. I was a goalie and 
blocked the ball with my chest. 
 
I use courage when I do cartwheels. 
 
I use courage to read. Sometimes I get scared when I read 
new words. 
 
I practiced courage when I spoke on the announcements.  
 
 
 
 
Caring means to feel and show concern for others. 
 
I showed caring when I helped my brother with his 
homework. 
 
I showed caring when my brother had appendicitis and I 
sang him a song to cheer him up.  

 
I showed caring when I tried to make my sister feel better 
because she had pneumonia. 
 
I showed caring when I was in first grade, and my friend 
was sick, so my class made a poster for her. 
 
I showed caring when I saw a kid who was hurt, so I 
brought him to the office. 
 
I showed caring when I helped my mom by setting the 
table because she works really hard. 
 
My mom showed caring when she volunteered to take time 
out of her schedule and drive me to our field trip. 
 
I showed caring when I shared my supplies with a friend. 
 
I show caring when I take care of my family when they are 
sick. I do this by taking their temperature, giving them food 
and massages. 
 
I showed caring when my brother could not find his book, 
so I found it for him. 
 
I showed caring when I brought pennies to the penny 
collection for Haiti because Haiti had an earthquake. 
 
I showed caring when my friend left her jacket at the 
playground so I picked it up and gave it to her. 
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Congratulations to Nixon’s classroom spelling champions!  These students participated in a school 
spelling bee held on January 20 in front of an audience of all 3rd , 4th , and 5th graders. 
 
After fourteen rounds of spelling, 5th grader C. S. was declared the Nixon school spelling bee 
champ for 2010!  A few of the very challenging words included: whetstone, quarantine, lobbyist, 
migraine, synthetically, and mosquitoey (Bet you didn’t even know that one was a word!).  Both the 
spellers and the audience members made this event a wonderful success!  C. earned the 
opportunity to participate in the first round of the regional spelling bee which is a written test 
administered to school winners from across the Bay Area up through 8th grade.  We wish her good 
luck! 
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Beyond Nixon 
Kara's Summer Grief Camp 
July 30-Aug. 1, Applications due Mon. Feb. 22 
Kara's annual summer grief camp, Camp Erin, is a free grief 
camp designed for children and teens ages 6-17 who have 
experienced the death of a family member or friend.  It is a 
weekend-long experience that combines traditional fun camp 
activities with grief education and emotional support, facilitated 
by grief professionals and trained volunteers.  Applications and 
info: www.kara-grief.org/camperin or call Kara, 321-5272.  
 
Paly Theatre Presents A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
March 5, 6, 13, 7:30pm, March 14, 2 pm, Haymarket Theatre, 
Palo Alto High School 
Paly’s spring play is A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William 
Shakespeare’s delightful comedy of thwarted romance, magical 
transformation, and mistaken identity. Directed by Kathleen 
Woods, Paly's production will add touches of Victorian romance 
and a few surprises to Shakespeare’s popular, farcical tale of 
love, fairy magic, and confusion. 
Tickets $7 students and seniors, $10 adults.  Tickets available at 
the door one hour prior to performances, at Paly Auditor’s office 
during school hours, or by calling 329-3710 x7245 for 
reservations.  Flyer: palylink.paloaltopta.org/flyers/
midsummer.pdf 
Info, including online ticket ordering: web.me.com/palytheatre 
 
JLS Connections Program Information Meeting 
Tues. March 2, 7pm, JLS Cafetorium 
The JLS Connections Program is open to all PAUSD 2010 
incoming 6th graders.  Connections is a learning community of 
students, teachers, and parents where hearts and minds are 
inspired through challenging and innovative teaching practices, 
including project-based and hands-on learning, differentiated 
instruction, and leadership development.  Application to the 
program is through lottery (the district recently mailed the 
middle school choice enrollment info to all 5th grade families). 
This informational meeting is open to all interested parents and 
current 5th grade children.  Connections' teachers and current 
and former students will be available to answer 
questions.  Info: www.jlsconnections.org. 
 
The Stanford Soccer Club is forming a new 3rd grade girls 
soccer team that will start practicing this Spring.  The name of 
the team is the Stanford Shockwave. Practices will officially start 
the first week of March, are twice a week (Tue & Thur) and one 
game per weekend.  There is still space if your daughter would 
like to play this spring, and this team will also be playing in the 
fall.  The Stanford Soccer Club, CYSA enables girls to play two 
seasons a year and has professional coaching.  If you're 
interested send an email to: kevanwilson3@gmail.com and 
hitchingsh@yahoo.com and for more info on the league visit: 
http://www.stanfordsoccerclub.org/ 
 
The Palo Alto Soccer Club will be offering a Spring Youth 
Development Program, open to boys and girls ages 5-10 (born 
after 8/1/1999 and before 7/31/2004).  Practices will be offered 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays at CubberleySouth, 3:30-
4:30 P.M., beginning March 16 and continuing through May 
13.  Participants may choose to practice once or twice a week. 
Cost for two practices per week for 8 weeks is $200 and one 
practice per week for 8 weeks is $175.  At the end of the 
program, boys and girls born after 8/1/2001 will be able to 
participate in open tryouts for Fall U9 soccer teams.  For more 
information, contact Savio Carrijo 
at savio9soccer@yahoo.com orydp@pasoccerclub.org.  
 
Camp Menlo: Splash into Spring! 
Have a fun and constructive spring break with aquatics day camp 
at the Burgess Pools in Menlo Park. Get a jump on spring with 
swimming, water games, and land activities for ages 6-12. Skill-
appropriate instruction, confidence building and fun from 8:45 
am to 2:00 pm. Three week-long camps, March 29 through April 
16.      http://www.menloswim.com/menlo/spring_camps.html 
 
Palo Alto Library Commission Opening 
Applications due Mon. March 8 
The Palo Alto Library Commission is looking for one volunteer 
to serve in an unexpired term.  The Commission meets once a 
month and is responsible for advising the City Council on a 
variety of matters relating to the 
Libraries.  Info:  www.cityofpaloalto.org or the City of Palo Alto 
City Clerk's Office, 329-2267. 
 
Camp Kwizera: Empowering Youth to Lead Through Service 
A week-long day camp held at Stanford University in June and 
July 2010 that encourages youth to identify issues they are 
passionate about and turn that passion into committed action by 
combining interactive, fun, and kid-friendly global learning 
about social justice issues with local community service field 
trips.  Info and to register:  http://faceaids.org/camp or contact 
Executive Director Julie Veroff, julie@faceaids.org, 559-790-
7052. 
 
Become a Certified Bicycle Safety Instructor 
Additional instructors are needed to continue the City of Palo 
Alto Recreation Department's highly successful bicycle 
education program. League of American Bicyclists certification 
as a League Cycling Instructor (LCI) is required.  A 23-hour 
seminar will be given for prospective instructors in June.  Ideal 
candidates for the seminar are experienced, knowledgeable, and 
enthusiastic bicyclists.  Before the LCI Certification Seminar, 
applicants must become a member of the League ($35/year) and 
must have completed a 9-hour Smart Cycling Traffic Skills 101 
course with high marks.  Info:  PTA Council Traffic Safety 
Chair Penny Ellson, 856-0736 

Seussical the Musical 
March 19-28, Fridays 7:30pm, Saturdays/Sundays 2:00 
pm, Cañada College Mainstage Theater, 4200 Farm Hill Road, 
Redwood City 
Bay Area Educational Theater Company presents Seussical the 
Musical, based on the works of Dr. Seuss.  “Seussical” is a 
fantastical, magical, musical extravaganza.   
Info and to order tickets: www.bayareaetc.org or 802-8423. 
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Raffle to Benefit Paly Choirs 
Support the Palo Alto High School Choirs and have a chance to 
win valuable prizes including an aerial tour of the SF Bay, Apple 
iPad, $1000 cash, and a Grand Prize trip for two to 
Paris.  Tickets ($10 each or $40 for 5) on sale through Sun. May 
16.  Winners selected at the Choirs' Spring Concert at St Mark's 
Episcopal Church;  need not be present to win.  Must be 18+ to 
buy ticket/enter raffle.  Info including ticket purchase: Paly Choir 
website.  
 
Rotary International Youth Exchange Host Families & Outbound 
Students Wanted 
The Rotary International Youth Exchange program is looking for 
families to host exchange students for one semester, either Fall 
or Spring of the 2010-2011 school year, and for families 
interested in sending their teenagers aboard with this program.  If 
you are interested, please contact experienced hosts and 
parents Kristen Emery & John Sphar, 949-
3266, kristenemery@gmail.com,  johnsphar@gmail.com.  Progra
m info: http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/
YouthPrograms/RotaryYouthExchange 
 
Sibling Relationship Issues When One Sib Has Special Needs 
Wed. March 17, 7-9pm, Springer Elementary School, 
Multipurpose Room, 1120 Rose Avenue, Mountain View 
Speaker Leslie Vasquez is the parent of two daughters, one with 
special health care needs, has a Masters degree in Counseling, 
and has served as a PHP support group facilitator, mentor parent, 
and board member.  Her talk focuses on why it’s important to 
focus on siblings in a special needs family and the ways parents 
and others can support siblings.  Sponsored by the SELPA 1 
CAC, www.selpa1cac.org 
 
New LEGO NXT Robotics Team Seeks Members and Mentors 
A yet-to-be-named LEGO NXT robotics team is looking for 
student team members, parent volunteers, and coaches/
mentors.  It currently has a small group of students, all from 
Ohlone School, and one parent volunteer coach.  It is looking for 
team members from across PAUSD, age 9-14; who can meet 
Sundays and at least one weekday evening during FLL season; 
prior experience in LEGO NXT/FLL welcome.  Also needed 
are parent volunteers, who have flexible work schedules and can 
drive to team events (software engineering or programming 
experience preferred but not required) and coaches/mentors, who 
can make the team meetings (engineering background required, 
prior NXT/FLL coaching experience a bonus).  Plus middle 
school/high school students who have participated in FLL or 
FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) or FIRST Robotics Competition 
(FRC) to volunteer as the mentors for the team.  They hope 
to participate in 2010's Northern California FLL tournament 
(www.norcalfll.org).  Info: Team Coach Niandong 
Wang, niandongwang@gmail.com.  
 
Dr. Ken Ginsburg:  Building Resilience in Children and Teens 
Thurs. Mar 25, Resource fair and community social 6pm, 
Presentation 6:30pm, Spangenberg Theatre, Gunn 
Using humor and real-life scenarios, Dr. Ken Ginsburg will teach 
you how to raise resilient children who can deal with stress in an 
increasingly complex world.  His unique perspective emphasizes 

the developmental strengths of youth, equipping participants 
with skills needed to better teach kids to help themselves.  Dr. 
Ginsburg is a nationally renowned pediatrician specializing in 
adolescent medicine at the Children’s Hospital in 
Philadelphia.  His books include A Parent’s Guide to Building 
Resilience in Children and Teens and Less Stress, More 
Success.  Free.  Sponsors include Palo Alto PTA Council, Palo 
Alto School PTAs, and Los Altos-Mountain View PTA Council. 
 
Parent Ed:  Christine Carter, Raising Happy Kids 
Tues. March 16, 7pm, Barron Park School 
Dr. Carter's talk addresses what science tells us about the factors 
that breed happiness in childhood and beyond. Dr. Carter is 
executive director of the Greater Good Science Center at 
UC Berkeley and a sociologist who studies the childhood roots 
of happiness.  Flyer:  palylink.paloaltopta.org/enews/carter.pdf 
 
Children's Theatre 10-Minute Playwriting Contest 
Deadline March 22 
Bay Area students are invited to participate in the Palo Alto 
Children's Theatre's Second Annual 10-Minute Playwriting 
Contest.  All genres of plays accepted from students ages 8 
through high school.  Winning plays receive a staged reading and 
reception at PACT.  They will be performed by members of the 
Teen Arts Council and directed by a professional 
director.  Winning authors will also receive a prize donated by 
the Friends of the Palo Alto Children's Theatre.  Plays will be 
judged in three categories: Elementary (age 8-10), Jr. High (Age 
11-13), and Young Adult 14-18.  Winners announced May 
11.  Submit plays electronically 
to Childrens.Theatre@cityofpaloalto.org or by snail mail to Palo 
Alto Children's Theatre, ATTN: Playwriting Contest, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA 94301.  Questions: 463-4930. 
 
Palo Alto Little League Spring 2010 Registration 
Palo Alto Little League has baseball leagues for Palo Alto 
children 5 years of age and older by April 30, 
2010.  Kindergarten students: Sign-up for Tee Ball.  New and 
returning players can sign-up on-line now. 
Info: http://pabaseball.org, registration@pabaseball.org 


