Nixon News

Dear Nixon Families, about the size of a desk lamp.

| need to begin with a huge thank you Tthe document cameras we purchased
the many Nixon families who have  also work compatibly with our Smart

Monday Dec. 21— contributed to the education foundatioBpards. We have also been able to
Friday, Jan 1 PIiE. The November campaign was acquire two additional Smart Boards,
No School very successful and the foundation is bringing us to a total of eight that we

most of the way towards its fundraisinghare among our classrooms. Smart
Thursday, Dec. 31 goal. Thanks also to Kathy Gurtner anBoard is the brand name for an
Last day for PiE her hard working team who- L interactive white board.
donations for 2009 tax coordinated the efforts at L These interactive white

deduction Nixon. ‘ :' boards_ are a relatiyely new,
~ but quickly spreading
‘technology in classrooms
‘across the country. They
make it possible to display in
a very large format what is
on the teacher’s computer
and interact with it using a

The teachers and | are als & |
feeling very grateful to our==<s
PTA as ten new documen ¥z &
Tuesday, Jan. 5 cameras have been :
Priority Kinder p_urc_hased for us and -
registration begins distributed to classrooms, | @&
making a total of 16 finger or a specialized pen.
Monday, Jan. 11 throughout the school. j b s When words or drawings are
PAUSD budget shortfall Document cameras work /% ' made on the interactive
survey closes combination with the projectors that wevhiteboard, all of the imaging can be
already have to make it possible to  saved as a record of the lesson for reuse
Thursday, Jan. 14 project images onto a screen or or review later. Text, images, even
8:15 am Principle’s whiteboard. They differ from overheadideo clips can be integrated into use
Coffee in the Staff projectors, which classrooms have hawith the interactive white board. Those
Lounge for many years, because they aren’t of you who were able to join us for our
limited to projecting a transparent technology demonstration morning in
Friday, Jan. 15-29 image. A document camera can projedbvember saw our document cameras
~aakie N a page of text, a student’s writing or and Smart Boards in use in Nixon
math problem solution, the pictures classrooms.
from a book being read, the parts of a
science activity or the pieces to a math\ reasonable question you might ask
game so that everyone in the room cawould be whether or not there is any
easily see it. Document cameras havevidence that teaching with these
taken off as a technology as a result ofechnologies improves student learning.
advances in digital imaging. The There has not been a lot of research
original versions a few years ago werebout this yet, but one study by Robert
awkwardly large and impractical for a Marzano, a well respected researcher
classroom, where the latest ones are

Monday, Jan. 4
School resumes

Continued on page 2



Nixon Newss a PTA funded news-
letter, designed to serve as a pare
educational and information re-
source. lItis published on Friday
(except when holidays interfere)
every three to four weeks. Submig

PrinCipaI’S Corner continued from page 1.

who focuses on effective classroom practice, irtdea positive gain in
student achievement from effective use of intevacivhite boards. His
study ( Marzano, R.J. & Haystead, Mrinal Report on the Evaluation of
the Promethian Technologinglewood CO, 2009) involved 85 teachers
and 170 classrooms and found that using the irtieeawhite board was
associated with a significant gain in student adgieent when compared
with teaching the same lesson without the intevaatthiteboard. One of
the key features that contributed to this gain thasuse of graphics and
visuals to represent information including pictuaesl video clips, graphs
and charts. Another feature is the way that thdebloard can build in
reinforcement to signal that an answer is corr@ttis immediate
1reinforcement is accomplished with a quick checkrmgwers hidden under
6bjects or built-in sound effects. The technoldgglf is engaging for
students and focuses their attention. No teclyyak sufficient in and of
itself, so it not surprising that the study fouhdttpositive results were
only possible when combined with effective teachifs is the case with

sions should be sent via e-mail to §gdl powerful tools, teachers must use interactih@boards thoughtfully,

editor, Julie Tomz. Either type the

in accordance with what we know about good clasarpmactice.” With

text directly in the body of the e-mathe excellent teachers we have here at Nixon, wile flarward to

or attach a Microsoft Word Format
file. If your article is on paper and
cannot be submitted electronically
if you have a photo or graphic,
please contact the editor for instru
tions. Deadlines are announced o
page 2 (see below) of every issue.
They are normally (but not always
the Wednesday the week before p
lication. Articles may be edited for
spelling, grammar, clarity, and
length. All submissions must in-
clude your name and contact infor
mation.

Information in this newsletter is prq
vided as a community service. Th
mention of any business, service,

organization in this newsletter doe

increasing the availability of these interactiveit@hoards in our
classrooms. Thank you very much for your suppbNigon’s PTA who
(Has provided these tools.

r’]During this winter break and holiday season, | hgmar family has the
opportunity to slow down and enjoy each other. tbsldren are very
interested in what you can tell them about your ewtdhood, especially
lifyou can illustrate with a few photos. If youlMbe sharing time with
relatives, encourage them to share their memoriigsywur children also.
We all know that time with our children is importabut we get so busy
with all of the details that we think matter, weédatrack of the goal of fun
and family time. The children have no homeworéxeept to read which
we hope they will do with great enjoyment with yoso cook family
favorites and eat together and play together...relax!
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PTA President’'s Letter by paisy zook
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| Students are greatly enjoying the new puppet theate

recently with PTA funds.

Many thanks from our librarian,
Janice Mulholland!

and puppets that the school was able to purchase
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Amended Budget 2005-2010

Hixon Elementary School PTA Fizcal Year Tr20008-6/2010
Report Date o 20006
Pre pared by Karen Jacobson

- IRS TIH TT-0285022

Summary
Carryover from 2008-2008 year; as audited 562, 718.63
Total Income $103,380.00
Total Expenses Eidi,i‘ﬂ?_{lﬂz
Cearmyower to 201 0-2011 "

Tundraising Tncome Disbursements  INCOME| EXpense)
Book Faxr &6, 00000 m_ﬂﬁ%'
Chonations £10,0060.00 $0.00 £10,000.00
Marchant Aebate (D45, Klutz, Boxtops, Koski photao) $500.00 $0.00 £600.00
PTA Membership (est. 400 members) £3,200.00 $1,520.00 $1,640.00
Auction £50,000.00 £20,00:0.00 $30,000.00
Giift Wrap/Cookie Dough Sales £B,000.00 £4 00000 £4.000.00
School Supply Sales £0,500.00 £8,00:0.00 $1.500.00
eScoip $4,000.00 $0.00 £4,000.00
Inierest Income from GO £5800.00 $0.00 £600.00
Spirit Shop £2,000.00 $1,00:0.00 $1,000.00
Nixon Names (reclass from PEE) $1,960.00 .00 $1.360.00

Total Fundraising $05,860.00 $38,360.00 $57, 500,00

‘Bchool Su Tncome Disbursements  INCOMe CXpense)
Ressmbine Gy SR TS0
Girants $0.00 $500.00 (&500. 00}
Instruciional Supplies $0.00 $20,000.00 {520,000, 000
Landscaping $0.00 $250.00 (H250.00)
Library - update (one time project) $0.00 £20,00:0.00 £20,000.00)
Mini Funds-Classrooms (3500 per 21 clazses) $0.00 $10,500.00 {$10,500.00)
Mini Funds-Support Staff (3 @ $200 +2g $500) $0.00 %1,600.00 {%1,600.00)
MNew Teacher Assistance [ 750 per classroom) $0.00 $0.00 £0.00
Safety $0.00 $100.00 (5100 0a0)
Staff Dewvelopment $0.00 £5,00:0.00 {£5,000.00)
Student of the monih $0.00 $250.00 (5250100
Student Counicil $0.00 $150.00 (5150100
Technology Su SMART Boards $0.00 $20,000.00 ($30.000.00)

Total Sehool Support $£0.00 £081,350.00 (%84, 250. 00

_mgrarna & Events Income Disburse ments {Ex
Back to School Picnic £2,000.00 $2.500.00 (550000
Back to School Registration’ Social $0.00 $500.00 (&500. 00}
Commusnity Event $0.00 $500.00 ($500.00)
Family Bath Might $0.00 $120.00 (5120100
Giresn Team $0.00 $500.00 (50000}
Handbmnok $0.00 $150.00 (5150100}
International Might £2,000.00 £1,000.00 £1,000.00
lca Skating Party (reclzss from fundraising) £3,500.00 £3.300.00 £200.00
Reflections $0.00 $500.00 (&S00 00
MNew Family Welcome $0.00 $100.00 (510000
Mixon Mews $0.00 %3,0:0:0.00 {$3,000.00)
Mizc Expanses $0.00 $300.00 (530000
Moon Art $0.00 F300.00 ($A50.00)
Moon Scence $0.00 $500.00 (&S00 00
Pumgpkin Fest $0.00 $25.00 (525 0}
MNixon eMews Distriction $0.00 $300.00 (5300100
Parent Education $0.00 $250.00 (H250.00)
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Scholarship F0.00 £1.,500.00 1$1,500.00}
Total Programs & Events &7, 500,00 £15.305.00 {57, BE5. ()
E Activities: ngi'tﬂ-itiau Income Disburse ments hmm[_Ertpmmt

Back fo school coffes $0.00 $350.00 (£350. 00}

Principal's coffea (4) $0.00 $150.00 (£150.0:0)

Staff Appraciation $0.00 £2.500.00 {32500 0}
Total PTA Activities $0.00 £3, Dala. 0 {53, D00, D)
PTA Operating ExEmm Income Disburse ments M_E[Emt

Bank Fesg $0.00 $10:0.00 (£100._00)

Ganeral Office 0,00 50.00 (50, M)

Honorary Service 0,00 £350.00 (&350 00)

Insurance $0.00 $202.00 (£202.0:0)

President Service $0.00 $50.00 (550,00}

PTA Convention $0.00 £1.000.00 151,000.00)

FTAC Assesaments $0.00 $350.00 (&350 1)

Campaign Measures (Parcel Tax) F0.00 £1,000.00 {31,000, 00}

Tax Preparafion $0.00 __30.00 $0.00
Total PTA Operating Expenses £0.00 £3102.00 {53, 10200}
“Total ST e000 | SIATo000 (33 Bar.00)
Carryover to 2040-11 $24.872.63

target camyowver 220,000
Amanded Budget approved by Executive Board on 1274049

Student Council Update: Spirit Days and Food Drive

By Student Reporter L. L."&rade F 0 O D BA )\ K

Student Council is a group of'&" grade students who
represent the school. Each month, they meet tasksways
to build community at Nixon. Student Council h&eady
chosen the Spirit Days for this year. November'siSpay
was Pajama Day. It was one of the most succesafid of
the year. Our next Spirit Day is scheduled for Di&3;.and
our theme is Backwards Day. Spirit Days are ways ou
school can have fun and build community.

November was also a time for family and food. Nneon
Student Council and Second Harvest Food Bank worked
together to collect food for the needy. This iodntastic
for the students to learn to give to others. Atlikginning of
November, we didn’t have much food in the barrelg, by
the end of the food drive we had so much food én th
containers that they were overflowing! Thank yoalid\ixon families who participated.

NIXON NEWS Page 5



The priority registration period for kindergartenRalo Alto is
from January 5 through February 10, 2010. Registis
completed after February 10 are date and time stdrapd will
not receive priority 1 status but will be placediate order.

The following are incoming kindergarten siblingsooifrent
Nixon students. These families must register dutims priority
period to maintain their sibling priority status.

Choice School Lotteries - 2/26

Kindergarten Open Houses at Neighborhood SchobBliday,
1/29

Middle School Information Meetings - 2/24 7:00 pahmiddle
schools

Middle School Visits - 5/21 10:30-12:00

Middle School Choice Program Information Meetings:
Spanish Immersion - 3/3 7:00 pm

Terman - Direct Instruction - 3/3 7:00 pm

JLS - Connections - 3/2 7:00 pm

Middle School Choice Program Notification - 4/9

Parents, please let the Nixon Office know ASAPaifiyo not
plan to register your kindergarten student forupeoming
2010-11 school year.

Other important dates:

Choice Schools Information Meetings:
Hoover - 1/29 8:00-10:00 a.m. Open House
Ohlone - 1/26 9:00 (Visitation Dates: Tues & ThhysAppt.

only)
Spanish Immersion (Escondido) - 1/14 7:00-8:45 fjEnglish

in Library, Spanish in MP Rm). Spanish Immersiauis - 1/21 &

& 1/26 @ 8:45 a.m.

Young Fives - Screening during months of Jan & {&teryone
who applies will be screened)

VTP (Voluntary Transfer Program) Orientation - 14t15:30
p-m. - 25 Churchill, Registration 1/12, Placeme@43at 5:30 at|
Jordan
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To help to slow the climate devastation in our
childrens’ futures the City of Palo Alto and the Palo
Alto Unified School district are introducing a
MANDATORY composting and recycling program.
We are all green NOW!

Compost, Recycle, Trash

Starting in February there will be two new bins: a blue
one for recycling and a green one for composting,
standing next to each grey garbage bin. Nearby will
be a big laminated posters and stickers with
illustrations of what goes in each of the three bins.

Did you know why it is better compost organic
material aerobically rather than allowing it to
decompose anaerobically in a landfill? Aerobic
decomposition produces far less methane: a potent
potent green house gas, and the methane that
does develop oxidizes into carbon dioxide, which is
about twenty times less potent. In addition the
compost itself can be used as fertilizer to help
stimulate plant growth which absorbs CO2 and
helps to close the cycle.

What goes Where?

It is now the responsibility of the Nixon community to
make sure that items of trash are put in the right bin.
To make this happen in January there will an
educational assembly in January and a series of
instructional exercises. The real responsibility will
however rest with the children. To make that happen
the Green Team is recruiting.

We are Recruiting

STUDENT COUNCIL LEADERS AND GREEN TEAM
STUDENTS: To monitor the throwing out of trash
during the early weeks of the program.

GREEN PARENTS: To help the students get used
deciding quickly what trash goes where in the first
couple of weeks after the new bins are in place.

All Volunteers are invited to the next Green Team
Meeting to be held on Tuesday January 9th at
Midday. Please contact Annie Godfrey.

PiE Update:
Donation Days Successful,
but More Nixon
Participation Needed

Dear Nixon families,

Thank you to all who supported and gave during our
recent Partners in Education "Donation Days" drive.
Parents at our school and across the district were
incredibly generous and helped us get every dollar of our
$250,000 challenge grant.

At Nixon, 163 families have donated to PiE's annual
campaign. We are well on our way and need just 60 more
Nixon families to reach our participation goal this year.

The strength of our schools and PiE relies on the
contributions of ALL of our parents. If you have already
given, a heartfelt thank you. If you have not made your
donation this year, we hope you will consider a donation
today. Please visit the PiE website at www.papie.org and
give what you can. Your contribution -- large or small --
counts!

Best,

Kathy Gurtner
Nixon PIiE Representative and Nixon parent

P.S. All donations are tax deductible -- but must be made
before Dec. 31st to qualify for 2009.

Donation Deadlines for 2009 Tax Year Benefit:

- December 15, 2009: Donation drop off at school office
or any credit card donations (manually filled on a form)

- December 31, 2009: All mailed donations (should be
postmarked by Dec 31st) or any online credit card/paypal

donations on www.papie.org

Note: The PiE office will be closed from Dec. 18, 2009 -
Jan. 3, 2010. It will reopen on Jan 4th, 2010.
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Our Banana Seed Book Fair was a resounding suct&estold around $14,000 worth of books,

netting just under $3,000 for the Nixon PTA. Oucaess would not have been possible without aléttibusiastic
support of so many parents who volunteered theie tand energy, and of course so many more who dgbe& wal-
lets for a good cause! We plan to have the booktai same time (November) next year, so pleask yanr calen-
dars.

We would like to extend a big thank you to the tesas who brought their students to preview the faidanice Mul-

holland, our wonderful librarian, who created asbdaring library time, and to Becky and Ginny i thifice. A spe-
cial thanks to all the parents who volunteeredhatfair; helping set up, sell merchandise, and tagdair down. We

really cannot thank you enough for all your hardkve you made it happen!

Nazila Alasti Sheryl Humble Beth Most

Gioia Allegretti Liselotte Jorgensen Denise Provost

Gili Aspitz Neeraja Kambham Kathy Ruppel
Cinnamon Chu Amy Kohrman Carolyn Solomon
Theresa Chung Amy Ladd Leisa Washura

Van Cole Karen Lee Ellen Waxman

Ruth Anne Daines Suzie Lincoln Annie Godfrey-Weber
Nitay Gill Brenda Lui Vivian Woo

Niki Horton Kelly Mahoney Daizy Zook

Bill Howell Catherine Matterson Abi Okunuga

Jo Marcus, Katrin Richter, Kim Pyke-Grimm
Book Fair Co-Chairs

1. Diary of a Wimpy Kid #4 Dog Days — Jeff Kinney 14. NPR Listeners Encyclopedia of Classical Music —
(28 copies) Ted Libbey (6)
2. Lego Star Wars: the Visual Dictionary (12) 15. Fairy Cooking — Rebecca Gilpin (6)

3. Who was Mark Twain? — April Jones Prince (11) 16. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw — Jeff
4. Mysterious Benedict Society — Trenton Lee Stéwar Kinney (6)

(20) 17. Mysterious Benedict Society and the Perilous
5. Pokémon Ultimate Handbook — Cris Silvestri (9)  Journey — Trenton Lee Stewart (5)
6. Name of the Book is Secret — Pseudonymous Bodéh If You are Reading This, It's Too Late —

(8) Pseudonymous Bosch (5)
7. The Lightning Thief — Rick Riordan (8) 19. Tico and the Golden Wings — Leo Lionni (5)
8. Bone Out From Boneville — Jeff Smith (7) 20. Fairy Friends — Daisy Meadows (5)
9. Wizard of Oz — Frank Baum (7) 21. Lauren the Puppy Fairy — Daisy Meadows (5)
10. Diary of a Wimpy Kid — Jeff Kinney (7) 22. Ivy and Bean #6 Doomed to Dance — Annie Barrovjjs
11. Reading Together — Diane Frankenstein (6) (5)

12. Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs — J Bar@}tt ( 23. Percy Jackson: The Demigod Files — Rick Riordan
13. How to Find Flower Fairies — Cicely Mary Barker  (5)
(6) 24. Charming Ponies: A Perfect Pony (4)

NIXON NEWS Page 9
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INixon’s enrichment classes offer opportunitiesdtudents to explore a
. variety of interests. Occasionally Nixon News wiighlight activities in
« these classes.

In Real Science, students have been learning hakrtk and work like I
_ scientists. They have been learning how to hysitke experiment, i
. Observe, measure, record information, and formlosmans. In one class, |

students made a basic sundial and tried to obslkeevpassage of time with |
Iit. In another, students predicted how much weggheélium balloon could

lift. They tested their hypotheses by experimantiith different numbers :
:of paper clips used as weights and graphed thautse |

In the PAPPA Clay class, students undertook a spegial project recently. In October, the thefadfog I

sculpture from Palo Alto’'s Gamble Gardens madellbeadlines. The sculpture had been donated a few
" years ago by Kim Perlmutter in memory of her say) who had died in 2005 at the age of four. Wide *
" direction of teacher Frank Coniglio, Nixon and Bstido students made their own sculptures of frogs a

gave them to Perlmutter, who came to Nixon in eBégember to accept the frogs. A more detailadlart |

about this special project can be found on Palo Sihline at http://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/ .
* show_story.php?id=14788. .

NIXON NEWS Page 11
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Students Speak

This issue’s question is:

C. M. (4" Grade) | getRanger Rickmagazine, which
is about animals and the natural world. | reconmunen
this magazine because it includes interesting taotsit
animals and gives you games to do which improve
knowledge of animals.

E. T. (4" grade) My cousin gave me a subscription t
Kids Discover MagazineEach issue focuses on a
specific topic. For example, the most recent gne i
about explorers, and other ones I've received aboait
the heart and earthquakes. | think other studeotsd
like the magazine because you learn a lot and it's
interesting.

A. T. (2" grade) My family used to geHighlightsand
Zoobook. We don't get them anymore, but we save
our old ones, and | like to read them over again.
Highlights has lots of fun crafts and Hidden Pictures.
like to read The Timbertoes and Goofus and Gaitant
the magazines, and | like to see the pictureskilat
drew and sent inZoobookss a really fun magazine
because they tell you all about animals, like whbey
live and what they eat, and they show you lotauaf f
pictures.

Congratulations to C. M., whose name was drawn fr
the group of contributors this month. She willeise a
Nixon T-shirt from the Nixon Spirit Shop.

Next month’s question is:

Do you collect anything? Quarters? Stamps? Rocks
Baseball cards? Bugs? Please tell us about your
collection. Feel free to include a photo of you Wi
your collection.

Please e-mail the student’s response to Julie T¥mz.
could win a prize!

Teachers/Staff Speak

Student reporters C. M., E. T., and J. H. contr#falito this
feature.

This issue’s question i€an you remember a
favorite gift that you received or gave when
you were a child?

Kim Peckenpaugh (Teacher, 1 Grade): One year when
| was about six, Santa gave me my first bike.allydiked it
because then | could ride around my neighborhood.

Mary Pat O’Connell (Principal): When | was about 10
years old, | asked for a book for Christmas becadsgin’t
own many books at all. 1 got my books from thedity.

My grandparents gave me a copyLdfle Womerby Louisa
May Alcott, and they wrote an inscription in theolko |
loved it, and | still have it today.

Alison Poritzky (Teacher, 3° Grade): When | was a chilc
my father gave me a necklace with my name onbilue.
During my recent wedding, | had to have “somettolty
something new, something borrowed, and something.’bl
The old item was my necklace, the new one was éviery
(wedding dress, shoes, etc.), the borrowed itemaniasy
from my mother, and the blue one was the writingrgn
necklace.

Becky Brewer (Secretary): One of my favorite presents
was a talking Bugs Bunny toy that | got as a ssgfiom
Santa when | was around eight years old. Wherpwtled
a string, Bugs said, “What’s up, Doc?”

Janice Mulholland (Librarian): When | was about eight
or nine years old, my parents gave me a puppetaheemde
out of cardboard that | liked very much.

"Barbara Vana (Teacher): One year for Christmas | got g
remote control car. My brother got one also. It weadly
fun to play with!

Kevin Stevens (Teacher):One Christmas, | asked my
parents for a dirt bike. | didn’t get it, but Iddget a regular
bike, and it still really made me happy.

Kevin Johnson (Aide): One year for Easter, my parents
gave me rollerskates. |was really happy to getrth
because | normally only got Easter things for Haste

NIXON NEWS
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Each week during morning announcements, studeatg sh FI! x I 1 I v
examples of how they have demonstrated one of ifieskills, J‘_‘@K‘I ] Ml_\w
the behavior standards of the Nixon School commuraked on
respect for others and self. Here are some oéxhenples Flexibility means to be willing to alter plans whemecessary.
shared by students in the last several weeks.
- o I showed flexibility when | went horseback ridiregst weekend.
IJIJIJIJIIJ@J‘I_I“’_’I@ Someone else wanted to ride my favorite pony, Puutis, and
| was very upset. However, | thought I could usibility and
Initiative is choosing to do something without bejrtold. decided to ride a different horse.

| showed initiative by washing the dishes so my mamd dad | showed flexibility when | really wanted to go oy friend’s
did not have to do it. birthday party, but it was my grandmother’s"#firthday party
on the same day in Southern California. So | wemhy
| showed initiative when | packed all my stuff go to Clear grandmother’s birthday party, and | was a goodtspor
Lake with no one to tell me to do it.
I showed flexibility when my class was going tokliday Fun,
I showed initiative when a girl at Stanford felf bfr bike. So | but instead my class had to go to an assemblyowesti

took her to the bathroom to clean up. flexibility because | went along with the new schied
My friend showed initiative when she took me to ttfigce at I show flexibility when | go to stores and | seersthing that |
recess when | was hurt even when she wanted to play like. First, | go and check the price. | ask mygmds, and if it's

too expensive | will be flexible enough to choosensthing else
| showed initiative when my class did a writing pnat. | did that costs less.

extra work and told abut all the main characteswaho they P’ ‘ l'- )
were. | also made a quick summary about the book. f_alﬂ[@mcb@
Eﬁ!{@!’rg Patience means to wait calmly for someone or sonregh

Effort is the act of working hard to achieve sométly.. | showed patience when | waited in the car forehreurs to

Napa Valley and back.

| used a lot of effort and perseverance when Ithadjoal of

memorizing all of my math facts for addition, swation, | showed patience when | was on the sidelines irgemge, but |

multiplication and division. | worked every nigiar two weeks waited, then | got put in.

on them and then passed them with 100% accuraayetktetest

we had. It was a great feeling. | showed patience when | was playing soccer andd out and |
had to wait to be in.

| used effort by working really hard on my book eepand

making five revisions. | showed patience when | went to the Grand Canyahl a
waited until | got there.

| used effort the past two weeks when | was writimg

California brochure. We were supposed to writedagagraphs | showed patience when | was waiting for the plemeome to

about a region in California, but | decided to @&, and now | the airport.

think the final product turned out great.
| showed patience when | was almost up to bateraht

| showed effort when | was playing soccer and | tir@sl, but | baseball game.

kept trying and my team scored a goal.
| showed patience when | was playing soccer ard bgt one

| showed effort when | played kickball when theyt g@o outs, quarter.

and | tried my hardest not to get an out.
| showed patience when | shared my book reporhbdtto wait

I show effort when | try to get up early and gesttool on for my turn to share.

time.
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IThe American Psychological Association
offers guidance for parents on identifying

lincreased stress levels in their kids:

|

| watch for negative changes in

| behavior;

! understand that "feeling sick" may
I'be caused by stress, including complaints of
I frequent headaches and stomach upsets;
|

be aware of how your child interacts
IWith others;
| listen and translate: children using
I words such as "confused" and "angry" or
| expressions such as "nothing is fun

# $%8&%'&&
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Beyond Nixon

PAUSD Budget Input

The Palo Alto PTA Council is making it easy for @ats to
give input into what PAUSD budget cuts should belenthese
next few years by creating a quick and easy suwesre you
choose what cuts you'd like to see and what nbeck it

out: www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y6L52QG

For an overview of PAUSD's budget situatiqualoaltopta.org/
moreinfo/PTAC-
PAUSD_ Budget Overview December 2009.pdf

If you have savings recommendations not mentiohetkt you
can email Assistant Superintendent Scott Bowers
atbalancedbudget@pausd.aryg if you prefer that your
suggestions be anonymous, post them at the et alirvey or
email them to Lauren JanojafiovLL @yahoo.corjy PTAC
Advocacy Chair, and she'll forward them to Mr. Bosvevithout
attribution.

Paly Theatre Play in a Day
Sat. Dec. 19, 8 p.m., Haymarket Theatre, Palo High

Come and see "Play in a Day," Paly Theatre's mustlgr
event. Don't miss this wildly entertaining evenwofghort one
acts, all written, rehearsed and performed withiartty four
hours. Doors open at 7:30; show up early for & b

seats. Tickets $7 Adults, $5 Students/Seniorseatbor. Flyer:
palylink.paloaltopta.org/flyers/PIAD2009.jpg

Children’s Fine Art Classes in All Mediums for Teers, Kids
and Tots

Give the gift of art. Register someone you lova i@hildren’s
Fine Art class provided by the Palo Alto Art Cent&@FA offers
classes at the Junior Museum and Zoo, the PaloAtt€enter,
and Mitchell Park Center. Most of the teachersveweking
artists; all of them are wonderful art educatofsey help
children learn the skills need to bring creativitio their adult
lives. Your early registration insures you get thasses you
want and helps us too. Winter registration is uwdg

now. Summer Studio Camps registration lottery deads Jan.
14. Info and to registeenjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.orgr 329-
2366.

Email larnie.fox@cityofpaloalto.or¢p join the CFA email list.

Palo Alto City Library Announces Writing Contest For Kids
Deadline: Mon. Jan. 11; Reception: Wed. Jan. 27,
3:30pm, Children’s Library, 1276 Harriet St., PAlbo

The Palo Alto City Library announces its 2nd AnnW4liting
Contest for kids. Children from grades 2-5 williteran essay
no more than 500 words in length on the topic, “Hiwyou
help a friend?” Entries may be turned in to anydily branch or
emailed

to librarychildrensservices@cityofpaloalto.or§ubmissions
must be received no later than Mon. Jan. 11, 9pmThe
essays will be judged on concept and creativityld®dn are

NIXON NEWS

eligible to win a 1st place grand prize of a $26 gprtificate to
Books Inc. Bookstore. Additionally, each partigipavill
receive a Culture Organic Frozen Yogurt gift certife for one
small yogurt with a free topping. The winners vioid
announced at a reception held for all writers. ripoed by the
Friends of the Palo Alto Library, Culture Organi®Een Yogurt
and Books Inc. Bookstore.

Info: www.cityofpaloalto.org/library329-2436.

Living LEGO-CY at The Museum of American Heritage
Dec. 11- Jan. 17, 11am-3:30pm, Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, MOAH 321 Homer, Palo Alto

MOAH, The Bay Area LEGO® User Group (BayLUG) andyBa
Area LEGO Train Club (BayLTC) are again combiningces
this winter to repeat last year's spectacular Hgliseason
display at MOAH. MOAH visitors can explore a vayie

of LEGO creations and an operating LEGO train ldyeaturing
a wide variety of creations by club members. Higihiing it all
is Holidays in the Bay Area, a 12 by 25 foot train

layout incorporating multiple trains running thrdugty, farm,
and suburban scenes. Admission tis free for adfi@AH and
BayLUG members and $2 per person for all otheifs: B21-
1004

Ragazzi Boys Chorus Workshop

Sat. Jan. 9, 9:30am-1pm, Redwood City

The Ragazzi Boys Chorus, a nationally-recognized
performing arts organization based on thePeninguldes boys
ages 7-11 to join them for a free singing and musickshop
and optional auditions on Saturday, January 9 gdwod City.
Info or to reserve a spot, please contact Raga42k,
8785,info@ragazzi.orgr www.ragazzi.org/audition.htm

PTA Council Web Pages: Book ‘Em and Use ‘Em!
Home:www.paloaltopta.org

Parent Education: Click on "Events" from the Honag® or go
straight toinfo.paloaltopta.org/parent_ed.shtml

Community sports: Click on "Sports" from the honage or go
straight toinfo.paloaltopta.org/sports.shtmi
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