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Tuesday, Nov. 17  
Staff Appreciation 

Brunch 

(1st and 4th Grade 
Families Contributing) 

 

 

Friday, Nov. 20 
Last day for PiE 
Challenge Grant 

 

 

Wednesday-Friday, 
Nov. 25-27 

Thanksgiving Holiday, 
no school 

 

 

Friday, Dec. 4 
PTA Executive Board 

meeting 

 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 8 
Holiday Shopping 

Fundraiser at Palo Alto 
Toy Store 
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Nixon News is a PTA funded 
newsletter, designed to serve as a 
parent educational and information 
resource.  It is published on Friday 
(except when holidays interfere) 
every three to four weeks.  
Submissions should be sent via e-
mail to the editor, Julie Tomz. Either 
type the text directly in the body of 
the e-mail or attach a Microsoft Word 
Format file.  If your article is on paper 
and cannot be submitted 
electronically or if you have a photo 
or graphic, please contact the editor 
for instructions.  Deadlines are 
announced on page 2 (see below) of 
every issue.  They are normally (but 
not always) the Wednesday the 
week before publication.  Articles 
may be edited for spelling, grammar, 
clarity, and length.  All submissions 
must include your name and contact 
information. 

 

Information in this newsletter is 
provided as a community service.  
The mention of any business, 
service, or organization in this 
newsletter does not imply 
endorsement by the Nixon PTA or 
the PAUSD.  

 

Next Publication: Fri., Dec. 18 

Deadline: Thurs., Dec. 10  

Principal: Mary Pat O’Connell 

PTA President: Daisy Zook 

Editor: Julie Tomz 

Layout: Anjana Patel 
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Mary Pat O’Connell 
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Schools are all about relationships. The interaction among teachers, students, families, principals, other school staff 
members and community supporters sets up the tone for everything else.  At Nixon, we strive to create a welcoming 
school community where parents feel connected, teachers enjoy teaching and students enjoy learning. Nixon school 
makes me feel welcome and I hope that you feel the same way - Welcomed and Connected.  

 

We ended October with our first dining out fundraiser at Chevy’s.  I saw many Nixon families and staff members there. 
Thank you for your support. I hope everyone had a great time. Thanks go to our coordinator, Betty Carlson, for a nice 
kick off.  We also enjoyed wonderful decorated and carved pumpkins and our fun Halloween Parade. 

 

As we move into November, Thanksgiving comes to mind.  Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival, and traditionally it is a 
time to give thanks for the harvest and to express gratitude in general. This holiday is celebrated primarily in the United 
States and Canada. The PTA’s continued vital presence in our school is evidenced by our pool of parent volunteers. So 
I thank you, our volunteers, your spouse and your children for making it possible for you to bring to our community, 
events and programs that everyone can enjoy and foster our community relationship.  We have launched an 
“Appreciation Corner” where our volunteers are recognized for their efforts each month. There are quite a lot of people 
to thank this month as we try to recognize everyone who has contributed since the beginning of the school year to the 
present time. 

 

Last but certainly not least I want to thank members of the Executive Board who make my life as President so fun and 
easy!  I enjoy your friendship, your support and your commitment to making Nixon an even better place.  And of course 
the teachers and staff members at Nixon who put a smile on our children’s face and make learning so much fun. 

 

We began November with a display of exhibits from the Reflections Art Program. I hope that many of you had a chance 
to see the students’ entries for this contest. They were on display at the front entrance of our school near “A” pod and 
the computer lab. Our annual ice skating event is always fun and it’s a great way to connect with friends and meet new 
ones as well.  Thanks to Lori Delp and Cinnamon Chu. We also have our book fair by a new vendor, Banana Seed and 
coordinated by Jo Marcus, Kim Grimm and Katrin Richter. The fair ends on Saturday, November 14th.  Your purchases 
will help fund our program goals this year. 

 

The teachers are really excited at getting new SMART Boards/Document Readers to enhance student teaching and 
learning.  We had our technology demo day in many classes today, Friday, November 13th. I hope that many of you had 
an opportunity to see where your PTA dollars will go.  The PTA has committed to spend $20,000 this year to help with 
the purchase of these SMART Boards/document readers.  Please help us meet this goal by either a direct donation or 
participating in the many fundraising programs we have planned for the year - in particular our Auction on February 6, 
2010. 

 

November also marks the beginning of cold season. Please remember to wash your hands frequently and practice good 
hygiene. 

 

I wish you all good health, love and friendship this winter season. I hope that you have safe travels if you are planning 
one or a relaxing long weekend with friends and family. 
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�Help Wanted: Organizing Nixon’s “Read Room” 
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Nixon News welcomes creative writing by Nixon students.  
Please feel free to send poetry, very short stories/essays, 

comic strips, or similar creative contributions to 
tomznixonnews@gmail.com 
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 By T. C. (4th Grade) 

 

Leaves peel themselves off branches, trees turn from 
chocolate to ice white. 

 What season is it? It's Winter. 

  

Flowers sprout from the green ground and ice melt off 
trees, revealing a bear's coat. 

 What season is it?  It's Spring. 

  

The air heats up, beaches open and schools close. 

What season is it? It's Summer. 

  

Leaves turn brown, red, and yellow, fluttering to the 
ground below. 

What season is it? It's Autumn. 

  

All the season have come and gone, next year they will 
visit again! 
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Nixon students, teachers, staff, parents, and siblings all had a tremendous time celebrating 
Halloween on October 30 with the traditional pumpkin festival, costume parade, and class parties. 

 

Over 130 kids brought a range of scary, funny, cute, and always creative pumpkins to the festival in 
the theatre.  All students received an equally creative and personal ribbon in recognition of their 
efforts!  

 

Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket for the holiday basket raffle.  The Nixon PTA received 
$200!  The lucky winner was 5th grade student C. C. 
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Coast  

 
I am the mighty coast, big and strong, 

With my kelp beds that are really long. 

Watch my fish swim about, 

I have an ocean that is no doubt. 

See the waves smash the rocks, 

Have a fun time and fish at my docks. 

Swim peacefully in my waters, 

Where you can see all my otter. 

 

Central Valley  
 

I am the valley deep and wide, 

In my expansiveness I have pride. 

For the blooming of my flowers, 

I rely on many showers. 

I have trees with many fruits, 

And it makes lots of produce. 

 

 

Mojave  
I am the desert, long and wide, 

The sun scorches my sands side to side. 

 

The hot winds sweeping east to west, 

Help my animals get their rest. 

While covering up my shrubs and plants, 

And making dishes like elephants. 

 

And while my sands, soft and still, 

Lie there like sawdust from a mill. 

And while the vultures go to sleep, 

In the dark, a creature starts to creep. 

For it is not wise to stay after dark, 

Because that's when the cold sets its mark. 

 

I am the desert, long and wide. 

The sun scorches my sands side to side. 
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In Kerrie Edmond’s and Britt Brown’s 4 th grade class , students have been studying the regions 
of California.  One method they have used to describe the regions is writing descriptive poems.  The 
class learned about stanza, rhyming schemes, and rhythm.  Here are a few examples of students’ 
poems. 

 
In Nikole Manou’s 5 th grade class , students learned how to run a business through the 
Bizworld class project over a two-week period.  Students began by separating into small groups 
to form companies that would design, make, and sell friendship bracelets.  The companies had 
to secure “funds” by pitching their business plan to a class venture capitalist, purchase supplies, 
and design a prototype.  Next, students had to visit a class bank for a loan, decide on the type of 
manufacturing style they would employ, purchase additional supplies, and begin making their 
bracelets.  In addition, they had to plan ahead to cover the expenses of rent and salaries. 

 

To prepare for their Sales Bazaar, students designed company logos and created a commercial 
advertising their products.  Fourth grade classes came to the Sales Bazaar to be customers.  
They listened to the live commercials, examined products, and compared prices before making 
purchases with special BizBucks.  
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Nixon News Student Reporters E. T. and C. B.(4th Grade) 
interviewed Ken Bunton, P.E. teacher for grades K-3.   

 

How many years have you been teaching P.E. at 
Nixon?    

13 years.  I also teach P.E. at five other schools in Palo 
Alto. 

 

What do you like about being Nixon’s P.E. teacher?  

I like to see kids learn, have fun, and exercise.  I like to 
inspire kids to play sports and be active. 

 

When is your birthday? 

May 28. 

 

Where were you born and where have you lived? 

I was born in San Mateo, California.  I’ve also lived in 
France and Connecticut.  I returned to California in 1981. 

 

Tell us about your family. 

My wife, Rosa, is from Guatemala. I have a twin sister and 
an older sister.  Both of my sisters and my parents also 
live in California. 

 

Do you have any pets? 

Yes, I have a Jack Russell terrier named Coqui.  She’s 11 
years old. 

 

What do you like to do in your free time? 

I like walking my dog, hiking, riding my bike, and 

swimming.  I used to do triathlons and other races but 
haven’t done that recently. 

 

If you weren’t a P.E. teacher, what would be your 
dream job? 

Being a forest ranger. 

 

What kind of music do you like? 

Upbeat music, like the kind of music from Radio Disney 
that we use in P.E. class! 

 

What is your favorite food? 

Italian, Guatemalan, Mexican. 

 

What is one of your favorite memories when you were  
a child? 

Learning how to fish.  My grandfather taught me.  Also 
going sailing with my grandfather. 

 

What are your favorite sports? 

Besides walking, hiking, biking, and swimming, I like to 
watch basketball and football.  My favorite teams are the 
University of  North Carolina basketball team and the 
Dallas Cowboys football team. 

 

Do you have any advice for Nixon students? 

Stay fit, go to college, be positive! 

 

If your child would like to be a student reporter and 
contribute a profile, please contact Julie Tomz. 

If you would like to update any of your child’s 
information on the online-registration that you 
previously submitted, please use the following link 
only.  DO NOT USE the “Student Registration” link. 

  

When updating your child’s information, you will be 
asked for your e-mail address and pass code that 
was used on the original online registration.  You DO 
NOT need enter the snapcode that was initially 
provided. 

 If you are changing any of the following items, you 
MUST come to the Central Attendance Office to 
complete and provide the required documents. 

 

1)      Change of Address 

2)      Legal Name Change 

3)      Change of Guardianship 

��	
����
�������������
�
������
�	
�	
�������
��	
� ��



���	
�����
�� � � � � � � � � � � ���������������



"��	�����"
����

$�������&�7��4&���������*�

A random act of kindness is when you unexpectedly do 
something (big or small) to help someone or make 
someone smile.  Examples might be writing a nice note, 
surprising someone with a helping hand, or simply giving 
an unexpected compliment.   
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Do you read any magazines?  Which ones, and do you 
recommend them for other Nixon students? Why?�
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Do a random act of 
kindness, and then tell us 
what you did and how the 
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Nixon News is launching a new, occasional feature in 
which our student reporters ask our teachers and staff 
a common question. 

Student reporters C. M., E. T., and M. K-F. 
contributed to this feature. 

This issue’s question is:  

Please tell us about a favorite stuffed 
animal you had when you were a child. 

 

 

 

Kim Peckenpaugh (Teacher, 1st Grade):  

I had a teddy bear named Teddy.  My grandmother 
gave him to me when I was one year old. I liked him 

because he was soft and cuddly . . . but that was 
before I cut off all of his fur.  I thought it would grow 

back! 

Mary Pat O’Connel (Principal):   

I had a favorite St. Bernard stuffed animal.  It even 
had a small barrel around its neck! 

Alison Curtis (Teacher, 3rd Grade) 

I had a stuffed teddy bear named Brownie.  I still have 
him! 

Lisa Lichtenstern (Teacher, 2nd grade) 
 

I had a teal blue dragon named Fire Breath. I liked it 
mostly because of its color. 
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By Kathleen Ruppel 
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Volunteers plant trees on Nixon's campus. ��
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Each week during morning announcements, students share 
examples of how they have demonstrated one of the 
Lifeskills, the behavior standards of the Nixon School 
community based on respect for others and self.  Here are 
some of the examples shared by students in the last several 
weeks. 

 

 

To plan, arrange, and implement in an orderly way; to 
keep things orderly and ready to use. 

 

I showed organization when I organized my homework in my 
binder so that it was ready to turn in at school. 

 

I showed organization when I organized my stuffed animals 
by size, length, and type. 

 

I showed organization when I helped another student clean 
out their desk. 

 

I showed organization when I arranged a sleepover with my 
friend one week early. 

 

I showed organization when I cleaned up and organized my 
toys and my little brothers toys, too. 

 

I practice organization when I work with my calendar and plan 
out when I will do my homework each week. 

 

I live with a brother who shows a good example of what NOT 
to do.  There is often a small panic in the morning because he 
does not keep things organized so I have learned to stay 
organized so that I always know where my homework is in the 
morning. 

 

I showed organization when I went down to the forest to build 
a camp and I had to clean up a clearing with my brother. 

 

I showed organization when I sorted out all the video games 
into xbox, Wii, and PS2 games so they were easier to find. 

 

I showed organization when I made sure my desk was clean 
for the desk check. 

 

I showed organization when I was sick with my room because 
it was messy and I organized my clothes and my room. 

 

I showed organization when I organized my binder. 

 

 

To act according to a sense of what’s right and wro ng. 

 

I showed integrity when I took my piano lessons the whole 
year in third grade even though I wanted to stop. 

 

I showed integrity when I was going to surf in very deep 
waters where shark attacks were normal, but I knew it was too 
risky. 

 

I showed integrity when I introduced myself to a new student 
in my class and spent recess with her and showed her 
around. 

 

I showed integrity when I found money at school and took it to 
the office to see if it belonged to anyone. 

 

 

 

To create solutions for difficult situations and ev eryday 
problems. 

 

I showed problem solving when my cousins were fighting over 
a computer that was fast so I helped them to open the slower 
computer so both of them could use a computer at the same 
time. 

 

I showed problem solving when I helped my dad to organize 
my schedule on the Internet be cause I was having issues 
with it. 

 

When I had to glue a lot of papers together with a little bit of 
glue, instead of layering the glue lightly and hoping it would 
stick, I put a tiny blob of glue in the middle of my papers and 
they stuck like magnets. 

 

 

To do your personal best by trying hard. 

 

I used effort last week when we had a math test and I thought 
it might be too hard for me.  I put in my best effort, worked 
slowly, read all the directions and even tried the challenge at 
the end. 
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Beyond Nixon 
Science Enrichment for 4th and 5th Graders 

 

Did you know the Jr. Museum and Zoo offers challenging, 
hands-on after school science classes for 4th and 5th graders, in 
addition to our popular classes for PreK-3rd grade?  In 
December, your budding chemist can create holiday gifts in our 
"Lotions and Potions" class, Thursday afternoons, 3:15pm, 12/3-
12/17.  Sign up now! Find our classes listed in the KIDS section 
of the Enjoy catalog or at enjoyonline.cityofpaloalto.org.  Look 
for new topics starting in January, including "Special Effects," 
the science behind the movies, and "Microbeasts," investigating 
microscopic creatures. 

 

Palo Alto Soccer Club Youth Soccer Open Tryouts 

November 16-December 15. 

Boys and girls born between 8/1/96 and 7/31/02 (ages 8 to 13 
and ½) may try out for the 2010 season. Visit the PASC website 
for specific tryout times, locations, and contacts, at 
www.pasoccerclub.org. 

 

Stanford Email Newsletter, Stanford For You 

As a service to the community, Stanford recently launched a free 
monthly email newsletter, Stanford For You, about upcoming 
events on campus,  including information about concerts, sports, 
lectures, parenting and health resources, art exhibits and more.  
All of these events are open to the public, and many of them are 
free.  To subscribe: http://4you.stanford.edu.  You can see 
the November newsletter 
at http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs061/1102638954456/arch
ive/1102794696379.html. 

 

PTA Council Web Pages: Bookmark and Use Them! 

Home: www.paloaltopta.org 

Parent Education: Click on "Events" from the Home Page or go 
straight to info.paloaltopta.org/parent_ed.shtml 

Community sports: Click on "Sports" from the home page or go 
straight to info.paloaltopta.org/sports.shtml 

 

Everyday Math: Building Basic Facts Fluency (gr. K-5) 

Mon. Nov. 23, 7-9pm, Palo Verde School, 3450 Louis Road, 
Palo Alto 

A Parent Information Night on Everyday Math.  Spanish 
interpreting will be available.   

 

Palo Alto Library Commission Openings 

Applications due Fri. Nov. 20 

The Palo Alto Library Commission is looking for three 
volunteers to serve in unexpired terms.  The Commission meets 
once a month and is responsible for advising the City Council 
on a variety of matters including reviewing budgets, 
receiving community input, commenting on fund raising 
efforts, and more.  If you wish to apply to serve on this 
committee contact the City of Palo Alto City Clerks 
Office at 329-2267 
or Ronna.Gonsalves@cityofpaloalto.org.  More 
information can be found at www.cityofpaloalto.org. 

 

I showed effort and patience when my class had to be out of 
our classroom all day when we were getting a Smartboard 
installed. 

 

I showed effort when I was going to be in a Charlotte’s Web 
play.  I knew my role affected everyone else’s role so I 
memorized my lines, never was late for practice and never 
goofed around. 

 

I used effort when I knew I had a book report due date coming 
up soon and I used my time wisely in class to work on it when 
I finished my other work early. 

 

 

 

To be honest about things and feelings with oneself  and 
others. 

 

I showed truthfulness when my soccer coach asked me if I 
found a ten dollar bill. Instead of lying and keeping the ten 
dollars that would make me ten dollars richer, I told him the 
truth by saying yes and returned the ten dollars back to the 
truthful owner.  

 

I was truthful when I was watching TV when I wasn’t 
supposed to, and when my dad found out he didn’t get angry 
at me because I told the truth. 
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