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Monday, Oct. 19 

Reflections art  
entries due 

 
Innisbrook orders due 

 
Tuesday, Oct. 20 
Staff appreciation 

brunch from 2nd and 
5th grade families 

 
Friday, Oct. 30 

Pumpkin Festival 
7:30 a.m. 

 
Halloween Parade 

12:40 p.m. 
 

Monday, Nov. 2 
Nixon Art Show 

begins 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 
Picture retakes 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 4 

Nixon Ice Skating 
Party 

Winter Lodge 
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

 
Monday, Nov. 9 
Nixon Book Fair  

 

Dear Nixon Families,  

I hope by now that you have had the 
opportunity to familiarize yourself with some 
of your student’s Everyday Math work.  
Nixon teachers are very busy learning to 
use this new program with your children.  
Nearly all of our teachers chose to attend a 
three day training during the summer, and 
all will have participated in two additional 
full days of training as well as collaborative 
grade level and staff meetings by the end of 
October.  We are using these new 
materials in a thoughtful, deliberate 
manner, adjusting and adapting to meet the 
needs of our students.  
At this stage, Nixon 
teachers are finding 
that they are pleased 
with what this program 
has to offer us, 
especially the support 
for differentiating 
within each classroom.   
 
We want to be sure that all parents have 
the resources at home that you need to 
support your child.  As I showed you at 
Back to School Night, there are many 
resources available online, including the 
complete Student Resource Book for each 
grade level.  (Go to the Nixon website – 
www.pausd.org/nixon and click on 
“Everyday Math” in the Quick Links menu 
on the left side of the page.  Our computer 
lab instructor, Sarah Patanroi, has included 
some very helpful troubleshooting 
information should you encounter 
problems.)  Your child’s teacher will have 
provided you with login and password 
information.  We know that not every Nixon 
family has access to the Internet from 
home.  If this is your situation, we want you 
to have the Student Resource Book for use 
at home.  We have attempted to gather this 
information, but if we missed you, please let 
your child’s teacher know immediately that 
you need a copy of the Student Resource 
Book to use at home.   

 
The games in Everyday Math are an 
important strategy for encouraging practice 
of concepts learned, mental arithmetic and 
logical thinking.  Watch for game materials 
and directions coming home for you to play 
as a family.  (The timing will vary by grade 
and classroom.)  When you play math 
games with your children, be sure to share 
your thinking out loud some of the time and 
encourage your child to do the same.  
Children can learn how to think about a 
challenging problem by hearing how others 
think about it.  
 

There will be multiple opportunities for 
parents to learn more about the 
Everyday Math program across this 
year. (The next opportunity will be a 
presentation in Spanish at 6:30 p.m. on 
November 12 at El Carmelo School - 
Orientación sobre el programa de 
Matemáticas Diarias (Kinder a 5to).) 
Recently, some of you attended an 
evening presentation by three of the 

authors of Everyday Math from the 
University of Chicago’s School 
Mathematics Project on September 30.  
One of these authors, Dr. Andy Isaacs, 
visited Nixon the following day and 
observed math lessons in four Nixon 
classrooms.  His comments were very 
complimentary, noting the impressive 
classroom management skills of each of 
the teachers.  He shared that he has 
observed many math lessons in classrooms 
across the country and that occasionally it 
feels a bit like watching a third grade 
orchestra try to play Beethoven’s 5th 
Symphony.  The lessons at Nixon, on the 
other hand, he compared to watching the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra play 
Beethoven.  We do, indeed, have extremely 
skilled teachers at Nixon and across 
PAUSD!    
 
October is racing along and it will soon be 
time for our Pumpkin Festival here at 
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Nixon News is a PTA funded 
newsletter, designed to serve as a 
parent educational and information 
resource.  It is published on Friday 
(except when holidays interfere) 
every three to four weeks.  
Submissions should be sent via email 
to the editor, Julie Tomz . Either type 
the text directly in the body of the 
email or attach a Microsoft Word 
Format file.  If your article is on 
paper and cannot be submitted 
electronically or if you have a photo 
or graphic, please contact the editor 
for instructions.  Deadlines are 
announced on page 2 (see below) of 
every issue.  They are normally (but 
not always) the Wednesday the week 
before publication.  Articles may be 
edited for spelling, grammar, clarity, 
and length.  All submissions must 
include your name and contact 
information. 
 
Information in this newsletter is 
provided as a community service.  
The mention of any business, 
service, or organization in this 
newsletter does not imply 
endorsement by the Nixon PTA or 
the PAUSD. �
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Principal’s Corner  Continued from page 1. 
Nixon!  We’re going to be following the same plans that we have used in recent 
years for our Pumpkin Festival and costume parade.  Students may bring a 
decorated pumpkin to school on Friday morning before school to the theater.  
Ribbons will be awarded and classes will tour to view the collection.  Please be 
sure to pick up the pumpkin at the end of the school day or we will have to throw it 
away.   Ghosts, goblins, and witches will be parading at Nixon on that same day, 
Friday, October 30 at 12:40 on the black top area behind C pod.  (The 
kindergartners parade at an earlier time through the school.)  Please join us if you 
can take a lunch break and capture your costumed character on film. The parade 
should take no more than half an hour.  Children are not required to participate in 
the costume parade. If your child does not wish to participate or if you do not want 
him or her to participate, please let your teacher know.   
 
Guidelines for costumes:  Children should bring their costumes to school in bags 
clearly marked with their names.  Children should not wear their costumes or 
make-up to school in the morning.  Time will be provided to put them on. Keep the 
costume fairly simple so that children can get dressed easily.  Remember that 
there may be little or no assistance for putting on make-up. You may want to 
practice so that your child can apply any make-up quickly by him/herself. 
 
The students’ costumes must be in good taste for a school sponsored event. We 
cannot allow costumes depicting characters from movies or fiction which 
represent graphic violence.  No props or facsimiles of weapons are permitted.  
This includes knives, swords, axes and firearms of any type.  These will be 
confiscated and a parent will need to come to school to retrieve them.  Let’s keep 
the focus on fun! 
 
Your youngster will likely have quite a collection of candy following Trick or 
Treating Saturday evening.  Perhaps it will all be consumed by Monday morning!  
I’d like to put in a plea to save the Halloween candy for after school snacks rather 
than having it come to school for mid-morning and lunch time eating.  Children 
generally do not need sugary treats during the school day.  For some, their 
attention can wax and wane as their blood sugar levels rise and fall.  Additionally, 
many of these treats contain nuts which present an additional challenge for us in 
the lunch areas.  Thanks for your help with this. 
 
Important reminder to Kindergarten Parents - Our kindergartners will be extending 
their school day twice a week starting on Tuesday, November 3.  Each 
kindergartner will be staying until 1:30 pm on Wednesdays and until 2:20 pm on 
either Tuesdays or Thursdays.  Details regarding which students stay on which 
days have been provided by your classroom teachers.  We absolutely need 
parent volunteer help with supervision during lunch for our kindergartners.  We 
have a very large playground area here at Nixon.  That has some tremendous 
advantages for children with room for them to spread out their activities.  
However, funding for lunchtime supervisors is based on enrollment, not 
playground square footage.  We are allotted four adults to supervise our entire 
campus at lunchtime.  Even with my help, this is very challenging!  Whatever your 
availability, we can use your help.  If you can help once per month, once per week 
or everyday, please let you child’s classroom teacher know as soon as possible 
so that we can have plans in place from the start of our extended day program.  
Thanks for your support. 
 
As always, feel free to contact me with your questions or concerns, 
 

Mary Pat O’Connell 
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PTA President’s Letter by Daisy Zook 

We need more parent volunteers to help with traffic  management both at 
the entrance to the school and on Tolman.  Please c onsider volunteering 
one morning a week for 20  minutes (7:45 to 8:05) a t either location.  We 
do this to keep the students (and their parents!) s afe; but it depends on 
volunteer help.  Contact Becky or Mary Pat O’Connel l if you are willing 
to help.    
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All students are invited to carve or decorate a pumpkin 
at home and bring it to school on Friday, October 30. 
Children should drop off their decorated pumpkins 
first thing in the morning in the theatre. Doors open at 
7:30.  

What amazing creations will Nixon children make this 
year? Each pumpkin will receive a personalized award, 
and the entire school will tour the fabulous pumpkin 
display. Parents are welcome to come take a look 
during the day.   

Please take your pumpkin home at the end of the day. 
If you have questions, email Laura . 

��������	�
��
�������
��
���
�	����������	�
���	�

 
��������		���
������
�
����
	���
������
�
��	������
��
������
�
������ �
��
	��������
��
�������� !"�� �#$�$�
������� ����
��%��&
���  '�(����
��
����)����
*�����
�	
��� +,�-	.��
������/���&�	.��
��
����0����!
	.��
�	���

�
�
1��
������
�����
��%��&
������2���/�!����
��
��/�	����	������3��&��	.����&�����
����&$�)�33���
��.
��&���	���������.	�2�����
���������
�����
#/����	
$��4�&�!/#-2���
������	�2�����
�����/�
��
���5������5���
�	�������/�����#��.���
�/#������
�
�����
$�5���	�	��/����
��
�/��
�������
������
$���
�
)�
�	
��
��%�����
�#����1��������1�/�.��2����
��/���
���������
�����
�#���
�.!���	.��
�	����-���
�
���	��
����������������
���
$��6����/�2�/�����.
�
����
�#�2������
�����&���
�#�33�����.
���������.	�
	��
��#�
�	
���������7
���1�
���$�
�
6()897*�7���*���������
���/	���
�
�����#���
��������
	#��	���
���/��$�

�����������	
���� ��	�����������������������	
���� ��	�����������������������	
���� ��	�����������������������	
���� ��	������������� ���
����
������������������	�����
������������������	�����
������������������	�����
������������������	�� ���

�
��������	�
��
����������������� �

�����������	
����
���

	�����������������
��������� ����������
���
���
�������	��	��������

������
�����
�
����������� �����������������
�����������������	��
��������������������������
�
� ��������������������
��
����� !����������������
�"�������#������
�

����
�� �
�
��������������

�

������
���$
��������	�$�����
��������
��������
 ����%��
��
���&����
'�����������������������������	�������������������� %����������������������
	
�"���
��(���
������)�*�')��������������������(�



NIXON NEWS             Page 6 

 
���-�	���$�&
��

�
��5D$����������
�����
�����)	*�� �.	�������
��	���1����
��
��������

�����	��
��G��
 �%
���
#
$H���
�
��
�������
�<�����	�������
���
�������
�� ���3�	�
���
�
��
��
��
�
������	��������
�������
����	�
�����
E�G��
�%
���#
 ����

����	����:B;
	���
��
����
���
��������
������

��	����������	 
��	 	������
�������
��
����������� ����
���I+��	$�#�*$�3����$������	��I���	 	�������
� G��
�
%
���#
H���
�������
�����
�����������
���������
��� 	������
���������	�
����
�	���
$���
���
���
������� 
��
� 
���

���
	�������
��
�������������
���
	����	�
� ���	������
�	����
����
���
�������
	����������

��
��
����

�7
�����������
���

��$����
�$�
��	�$�� �������
����
�����
�����
�������
����������	
��
��
���
�!
��
����	
�����	�
�����
���������
�

����
��� ����
����

������
E�

����������������
*
��	�
���������
����=8�
	���
��
 
�������
����	
	�����

���	

�������
��
������2�������������
�����
��
�������
��

�������
��	�������
����B����	� ������ 
�
����
��
 
�������
�����	�!����
����
����	�����	���
�����������������	 �
���	�!�H�
�
&���
����
����
�����#��.: �� �A���
1���	�$�G������������
�'
���
������

����
�
����������

����
����)	*���!	�����<��	����
������ ����
*
��	�	���
���
������������
��������������������$�����	��	�������� 	��	�������������
�
�����������J�
�
���
������
����
����
��������.2 �� �A���
1$�G'
�����������

�������
-�	������&�

��
���
���

���������
����

��������
� ���

��������������������� 	���
�
���$��
������
������
���$�
��	���������	��������$ ���������	������	 
������������!	��������
���

����������������������
�
��������
����

���$�� �
���� 
���������
�����������
������������&�

��
�� �
�
����
���	�����
�����������	�
$���������
���	��
�K�� ������H�
�
��
��
����
���
�	�����
���������	�����

����������� 	��$��������E�
�
G��
��
���

�	����
���������
�H�
�
G��!
����!���
����
������
� 
���������������"�
���� $���
����$������
��������#� 
����������$�
� 
�
���������������������H�
�
G'�
��������!��������������	��
��
�

�������������� ���������������������
���
��������������������
���� �&����

����
��

��	��$�����	����
�����

����
������%����� �
��������������$��
��$�����K���������H�
�
G���

�����
�����
������������!

��

�
�
��	(
����� 
������!	�������������������	���
 
�����
��	(
��	�� ��
�
��
���	������� 
��	
����������
�������!��������������� ���$�	����
����������������H�
�
&�

�)	*����
���
�����
�	���������	�����

������
�� ��

������	�
���	������������
����	 	�	
����#��
�
	����
��	���	��� �	����
����3�	�
���
�
��
��
����
� �	�
��

������������	���
��
���������������������������������	���
��
���������������������������������	���
��
���������������������������������	���
��
���������������������� ���
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���



 Page 7                           NIXON NEWS  

��������		��
	����������		��
	����������		��
	����������		��
	��� ���
 
By Annie Godfrey-Weber 

On the agenda of the October meeting of the Green Team 
was the researching of Zero Waste Lunch initiatives to 
implement at Nixon.  

At the meeting were October Waste Watchers E. L. (5th 
Grade) and B. D. (5th Grade). Each month the Nixon 
Waste Watchers are responsible for returning lunch trays 
and ensuring trash is recycled into the correct containers. 
Ongoing thanks go to the long-standing extra recycling 
work of Ginny Chu in the office, who daily collects the 
lunch trays and gives little rewards to the children who 
return them.    

Walk, Bike and Roll to School day on October 7th was a 
whiz! Some bicycled all the way from Los Altos Hills and 
Oak Creek. Others rolled up with sleepy babies strapped 
onto bike seats. Thanks to the many who got up early to 
participate, and an extra thanks to Ruth Ann Daines for 
organizing the event. You all made our air a little cleaner.    

The teachers and Becky Brewer compiled the following 
interesting results:  

 

Have a Green Halloween! Many one-use party decorations 
and costumes go almost straight to landfill where their 
cheap and sometimes toxic paints leech into the ground 
and rotting paper emits green house gases. Anything you 
can do to make your own, reduce, recycle, or at least 
reuse, is good for the environment and should get extra 
recognition for originality!   

The next meeting of the Green Team is Thursday October 
29th at 2.30 pm on the green table outside B-Pod.  Parents, 
staff, and student are all welcome!  

  Oct 7th Another Day 

Family Car 149 174 

Walk 57 38 

Bike 33 22 

Carpool 22 11 

Partial Car  22 5 

Skateboard 21 8 

Other 4 6 
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Each week during morning announcements, students 
share examples of how they have demonstrated one 
of the Lifeskills, the behavior standards of the Nixon 
School community based on respect for others and 
self.  Here are some of the examples shared by 
students in the last several weeks. 
 
Lifeskill: Cooperation .  Cooperation means to work 
together toward a common goal or purpose. 
 
 
 
 
I used cooperation when I built a model plane with 
my dad.  He would hold the stick, and I would put the 
glue on. 
 
I was cooperative when I helped my family pack all of 
our stuff when we moved. 
 
I showed cooperation when I helped my brother find 
a Lego piece in a huge pile of legos, and we finally 
found it after two hours! 
 
I showed cooperation when I had to walk my little 
sister to her class all the way at the other side of the 
school. 
 
I used cooperation when I washed our car with my 
friend.  I did one side, she did the other, and the car 
looked great. 
 
I showed cooperation when I played doubles during 
my tennis lesson with my friend. 
 
I showed cooperation when I helped my sister find 
her cell phone, and it was in between the laundry 
clothes. 
 
I showed cooperation when my parents asked me to 
read a story to my brother, and I did, even though I 
needed to do homework. 
 
I showed cooperation when my friend and I helped 
each other do our Wordly Wise. 
 
I showed cooperation in soccer when I played 
defense even though I was hoping to play forward. 
 

I showed cooperation when I helped my little sister fix 
a broken kitchen toy. 
 
Lifeskill: Problem Solving.   Problem solving means 
to create solutions for difficult situations and everyday 
problems. 
 
 
 
 
Once when I was at the airport, I saw a whole bunch 
of soldiers that were going into Iraq to fight in the war, 
but then two soldiers dropped their passports as they 
were boarding.  So I rushed over to retrieve their 
passports, and right as they were getting to the guy 
who checks your passport, I sprinted over to them 
and handed them their passports and then ran back 
to my dad. 
 
When I was playing four square with my friends, 
someone was playing unfairly, so we just left to play 
something else instead of having someone else 
figure out something. 
 
I showed problem solving when I was with my dad at 
the market and we didn’t know which brand of fish to 
buy, so we called my mom and asked her, and she 
told us which brand. 
 
I problem solved when someone was not following 
the rules.  Instead of getting mad, I explained the 
rules so they would know how to play the game. 
 
When my friends were fighting and wanted to play 
the same game, I just said play on different teams. 
 
I showed the lifeskill of problem solving when I 
missed school and needed to do my homework.  My 
flight was early, so I did my homework instead of 
watching TV. 
 
Once while I was putting away my homework, my 
dog stole and literally ate my homework.  I problem 
solved when I went upstairs and reprinted it. 
 
When my friend and I were going out and we had the 
choice of going to the park or the pool, in the end we 
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Continued on page 9 
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decided to go to the pool one day and the park the 
other day. 
In dance class, we all were fighting for which group 
goes first.  Instead of fighting, I went and asked the 
teacher which group goes first. 
 
 
Lifeskill: Truthfulness .  Truthfulness means to be 
honest about things and feelings with oneself and 
others. 
 
 
 
 
Once at home, I was playing and I broke a vase, 
but I told my mom the truth and I didn’t get in big 
trouble. 
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Given the downturn in the economy, we certainly 
understand that everyone has a tighter budget this 
year.  However, there is one way to support our 
school that has no impact on your wallet.  Everyone 
does, at least, grocery shopping and why not 
support our school in the process? The good news 
is that you don’t have to spend an extra $1 for this. 
All that is needed is 5 minutes of your time. 

Here’s a summary of how eScrip works: 

eScrip contracts with merchants (Safeway, 
Andronico’s, Macy’s, in our community) to 
participate in their program. Each time you shop at 
these participating merchant stores, they give a 
percentage of your sales back to our school.  There 
is nothing you need to do to ensure that this gets 
done other than to make the initial registration with 
eScrip. 

Last year, we received $4,000 from families who 
have signed up.  Other schools in our District are 
receiving anywhere from $5,000 - $8,000 annually 
from eScrip.  This is easy money for us that will not 
impact your personal finances.  We only ask that 
you register yourself as an eScrip subscriber. 

That’s it! Nixon will get money on each purchase you 
make. If you have questions, please contact Yuval 
Spector. 

Continued from page 8. 
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To sign up: 

1) Go to www.escrip.com  

2) Select “sign up”  

3) Designate our group to receive 
contributions. Our id # is 125335794 

4) Register your grocery club cards and your 
credit card. 

5) If you are already registered, don’t forget 
to renew your Safeway card.   
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Students Speak 

This issue’s question is: 

J. H. (2nd Grade)  
 I have three favorite things for lunch: 
1.  Pizza on pizza day because it is so good! 
2.  All White Meat Chicken Nuggets because they are 
big and soft. 
3.  Carrots because they are nice and crunchy and I 
like them a lot. 
 
U. S. (3rd Grade) 
My favorite food to have for lunch is veggie burger 
and peach slices, packed from home.  I like the veggie 
burger because it has all my favorite vegetables, like 
peas, carrots and beans. 
 
S. C. (1st Grade)  
I love cucumber rolls because they are easy to bite 
and cool. 
 
V. A. (5th Grade) 
My favorite packed lunch is a veggie wrap with a fruit 
and a drink or yogurt. I like this lunch because it is 
healthy and I can make it myself. First you spread the 
cream cheese and any kind of humus you want on 
tortilla bread, then you put the veggies inside the 
tortilla bread, and the last thing is roll it up, and there 
is my favorite lunch. 

  
B. P. (K)  
 I am not having any lunch at school yet, but when I 
will I would like my mom to cook for me my 
preferred food: pasta with beans! I like it because it's 
delicious and you can't find it in any Italian 
restaurants. My mom is the best cook in America, not 
in the world because my "nonna" (grandmother) in 
Italy is even better than her! 
 
I. O. (K)    
Super mini burritos from Lulu’s (with guacamole, no 
salsa). 
 
A. O. (1st Grade) 
Pizza 
 
K. A. (4th Grade) 
Mom’s spaghetti and meatballs, bread with over-easy 
egg, egg with rice and pork floss, NY steak. 
 
K. A. (1st Grade) 

Plain pasta with grated parmesan, apples, egg with 
rice and pork floss. 

Congratulations to Keola Asing, whose name was 
drawn from the group of contributors to receive a 
prize from the Nixon Spirit Shop!   

The question for the next issue is: 

Please e-mail the student’s response to Julie Tomz.  
You might win a prize! 

What is your favorite food 
to have for lunch at school 
(packed or purchased), and 

why?  

A random act of kindness is when you 
unexpectedly do something (big or small) 
to help someone or make someone smile.  
Examples might be writing a nice note, 

surprising someone with a helping hand, 
or simply giving an unexpected 

compliment.  Do a random act of kindness, 
and then tell us what you did and how the 

person you did it for reacted. 
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By Melissa Wilkinson  

We had a great turnout at the back-to-school 
picnic!  I hope everyone enjoyed themselves 

and maybe met some new Nixon 
families.  Many thanks to everyone who 
helped out.  I'd like to thank the following 

people who helped with set-up, food tables, 
and clean-up: 

Anjana Patel 
Nancy Fishbein 

Leisa and Harrison Waschura 
Ally Reister 
Fong Shen 

Ashini and Charu Srivastava 
Fendorf family 

 
Also, many thanks to our vendors.  In 
particular, I'd like to thank Tandoori Oven for 
their generosity with their prices and for 
staying and helping on picnic night; Spot A 
Pizza Place for their pricing and for loaning us their pizza warmers; and JJ&F Market for so kindly saving 
their cardboard box "trays" for us to use! 
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There will be a fundraising event on 
Wednesday, October 28th, from 5-9pm at 
Chevy's in Mountain View. Chevy’s will 
donate 25% of the amount that each family 
spends at this time. Customers will need to 
present their server with a flyer that will be 
handed out at school and that also can be 
picked up at Chevy’s that evening.  The 
server will staple the receipt to the flyer so 
they will know how much was spent. 
 
If you were thinking of eating out soon, make 
it the 28th at Chevy’s!  Contact Betty Carlson. DATE: October 28, 2009  

Time: 5:00pm-9:00pm 
ADDRESS: 2116 W El Camino Real 
 Mountain View, CA 

Nixon Elementary School 
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SAVE THE DATE:  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2010. Mark your calendars now to attend this year’s 
Number One fundraiser.  There will be blackjack and craps to test your luck, awesome food and 
entertainment, and of course fabulous items to bid on.    

 WE ARE LOOKING FOR A FANTASTIC VENUE.  The committee is looking for a great place to hold 
this event.  There will be approximately 150-200 people in attendance, and we are hoping that someone in our 
amazing Nixon community can help with finding us/ and or providing us with a great location.  For example: 
It could be your work cafeteria or a spacious meeting space at your business, a private home or any other 
venue that is large enough to fit everyone.  Insurance will be provided and of course clean up crews sent in. If 
you have any suggestions or a possible location please contact one of the chairs ASAP.    

HELP WITH THE EVENT! This event is really fun, and the committee needs creative and energetic people 
willing to help with the planning and running of it. There are lots of “jobs” ranging in time commitment. We 
are having a brief informational meeting right after drop-off on Thursday, October 22nd for everyone 
interested in getting involved.  If you would like to be involved but cannot make the meeting please email one 
of the committee chairs.   

DONATIONS!  To ensure the success of the casino night and auction we need every family at Nixon to be 
involved on some level.  Our immediate needs are to join the committee and start bringing in the donations 
for the auction. We have already received several items such as Giants tickets, horseback riding lessons, a 
birthday party package and a Man vs. Wild party. We would like all donations to be turned in by December 
18th to allow time over winter break to complete the catalog. We will be sending flyers and forms in Friday 
folders as well as information coming via eNews and Nixon News so start keeping an eye out for 
communications regarding this important and fun event.  

GOALS FOR CASINO NIGHT/AUCTION.  Our financial goal is to net $30,000 at this one event.  This 
money will be used primarily to purchase Smart Boards and other items that benefit the Nixon community. 
The Auction also serves as a great community building event not only by your attendance but also since there 
will be numerous social parties people can sign up for.  So please get involved so we can meet our goal and 
further enrich our children’s education.  

Gioia Allegretti, Sheryl Humble, and Catherine Matterson. 
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The Nixon Theater will be transformed into a mini bookstore from Monday November 9 through November 14, 2009. 
Banana Seed Book Fairs will send our PTA a huge number of well-priced books to sell, and Nixon will receive 25% of 
the money earned on sales.  It’s a great way to get books into kids’ hands, and it raises money for the school.   
   
Great Selection!   
Banana Seed Book Fairs is a new vendor for Nixon. They are a locally based company that started 5 years ago with the 
goal of providing quality book fairs to local schools. The fairs are customized to our school’s needs and interests. 
Students will go wild for books this fall, from award winners and bestsellers, to picture books and favorite series. We 
will also have books on sports, poetry, and cooking for sale. There will be something for everyone.  Buy your holiday 
presents early! 
  
Scholarships   
Every Nixon child will have the opportunity to purchase a book at the Fair. As in past years, scholarships will be 
available through the PTA. Please do not hesitate to contact Jo Marcus if you would like a scholarship for your child.  
   
Volunteers Needed   
The Book Fair requires parent power in the form of fair set up, take down, and book sales. See the schedule below for a 
time you can participate.   
  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 2009 

 
 
Please contact Jo Marcus if you are able to participate. 
Thank you for supporting the Book Fair!   
   
Jo Marcus, Katrin Richter and Kim Grimm, Book Fair Chairpersons  

SET UP Friday, November 6 9:00am – 11:00am 

STUDENT PREVIEW  
TEACHER PREVIEW TEA  

Monday, November 9 
Monday, November 9 

8:30am – 11:30am 
11:30am – 12:30pm 

BOOK FAIR  Monday, November 9 2:20pm-3:45pm 

  Tuesday, November 10 7:40am-8:30am 

    11:30am-12:30pm 

    2:20pm-3:30pm 

  Wednesday, November 11 Holiday-No Book Fair 

  Thursday, November 12 7:40am-8:30am 

    11:30am-12:30pm 

    2:20pm-3:30pm 

  Friday, November 13 7:40am-8:30am 

    1:15pm-3:30pm 

  Saturday, November 14 9:00am-11:00am 

      

PACK UP Saturday, November 16 11:00am-1:00pm 
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Beyond Nixon 
Town Hall -- Live & Online -- "Everything You Wante d to 
Know & Now Can Ask School Board Candidates Barb 
Mitchell and Dana Tom." 
Mon., Oct. 26, 7-8:30pm, PAUSD Boardroom, 25 Churchill 
Ave., Palo Alto. 
Join as Moderator PTA Council President Terry Godfrey asks 
School Board members Barb Mitchell and Dana Tom audience 
questions about education matters.  Can't leave home?  Watch 
live over the internet; plug in your speakers or headphones and 
go to  https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/intercalldemo/join?
id=TQ3K44&role=attend&pw=InterCall to download Microsoft 
Office Live (free) and view.  Questions can be emailed in before 
to  TownHall@paloaltopta.org or posed during the meeting live 
or via InterCall's "Q&A" tab. This event is open to the entire 
community. 
 
Learn About the Connections Program at JLS Middle School 
Thurs. Oct. 22,  6:30-7:30pm,  Ohlone MP Room 
Are you a 5th grader or the parent of a 5th grader?  Come find 
out if JLS Connections is right for you at this informational 
meeting.  Open to all interested parents and current fifth grade 
children (please do bring your fifth grader).  The JLS 
Connections Program is open to all PAUSD 2010 Incoming 6th 
graders.  Connections is a learning community of students, 
teachers, and parents where hearts and minds are inspired 
through challenging, innovative, and relevant teaching practices, 
including project-based and hands-on learning, differentiated 
instruction, and leadership development.  Application to the 
program is through lottery, with applications due in March. 
Info: Connections website:  www.jlsconnections.org or  Jen 
Hetterly, hetterly@sbcglobal.net or Becky Epstein 
Epstein@meer.net. 
 
Partners in Education Offers Middle School Tours 
Fifth-grade parents are invited to visit the district's middle 
schools in a private tour offered by Partners in Education (PiE). 
Adults only, space is limited, advanced reservations are required. 
Please e-mail PiE at info@papie.org with your name and the one 
school you'd like to visit.   All tours will last about 2 hours and 
start about 8:30 a.m.  Tour Dates: JLS - November 4, Jordan - 
October 27 and Terman - October 28 or November 6 (choose 
one). 
 
Community Service Make A Difference Day 
Sat. Oct. 24, 8:30am-4pm, Ravenswood District Administrative 
Building, 2120 Euclid Ave, East Palo Alto, and James Flood 
Elementary School, 2033 Pulgas Ave, East Palo Alto. 
Join the national movement of Make A Difference Day hosted by 
Youth Community Service (YCS).  Make A Difference Day is a 
chance to give back to your community in a tangible way.  Youth 
and families are invited to help paint and garden the Ravenswood 
District Administrative Building and Flood Elementary School. 
To sign up for volunteer 
shifts: www.youthcommunityservice.org 
Questions: sandra@youthcommunityservice.org or leif@youthco
mmunityservice.org 

Stanford Study on Parent-Child Relationships 
Professor Tsai’s lab at Stanford University is researching the 
parent-child relationship, and is currently conducting a survey 
on how mothers interact and get along with their child in 
everyday activities.  If you are a mother of European-
American or Chinese/Chinese-American origin, and 
your youngest child is under 3 years of age, we invite you to take 
part in our anonymous questionnaire survey. The survey will ask 
you questions about your feelings towards your child’s emotional 
reactions, his/her daily interactions and manner of playing; and 
about your own emotions and beliefs.  We can provide an online 
questionnaire in English or a paper-based questionnaire in 
Chinese. The survey will take 20-30 minutes to complete. All 
information you provide will be strictly confidential.  As a thank 
we will send you a $10 gift card after you complete the 
questionnaire. You may choose from Amazon or Target. If you 
are interested, please email us 
at  kidsstudy@psych.stanford.eduor call Yulan Egan at (310) 
480-3731. 
  
Parent Ed Program: I Think My Child Needs Help - Now 
What Do I Do? 
Wed. Oct. 21, 7-9pm, Covington Elementary School Multi, 205 
Covington Rd, Los Altos 
The first hour will be a panel presentation by a developmental 
psychologist, a physical therapist, an occupational therapist, and 
a speech pathologist who will cover how they assist families 
seeking initial help. Dr. Steve Newton, a Los Altos-based 
developmental psychologist will discuss private testing and 
evaluation as well as psychological therapies. During the second 
hour, the floor will be open for questions and 
concerns.  Sponsored by the SELPA 1 CAC 
(www.selpa1cac.org) 

Volunteer Docents Needed 
O¹Keeffe, Rivera, Thiebaud, Lawrence - Interested?  Volunteer 
docents needed to give presentations about the lives and work of 
Master Artists to PAUSD elementary students. Training provided 
by Arts Coordinator, Sharon Ferguson, at Art Education, 25 
Churchill, Portable C.  Art History background preferred.  For 
more information contact Emily at Art Education 329-3939, 
emarshall@pausd.org. 
 
PACCC Dine For Kids 
Thurs. Nov. 12 
Dine For Kids is an annual community event that raises funds to 
provide quality child care to low-income families. Palo Alto 
Community Child Care (PACCC) families, supporters and the 
community at large will dine out at participating restaurants, 
enjoy some delicious food and share a wonderful evening. 
Participating restaurants will then donate 10 - 25% of their 
evening's proceeds to PACCC. All funds raised by Dine For Kids 
directly support the 150-plus children currently enrolled in the 
PACCC Child Development Subsidy Program.  Please check the 
PACCC website (www.paccc.com) for updates on participating 
restaurants and sponsors.  Also included in the event is an on-line 
auction that runs Nov. 5-16 and is located at http://
paccc.cmarket.com. 
Flyer: palylink.paloaltopta.org/enews/dineforkids.pdf 


