Nixon News

Tuesday, Sept. 22
Back to School Picnic
5:30 to 7:30 pm

School pictures

Thursday, Sept. 24
Principal's Coffee for
New Families
8:15 am, theatre

Friday, Sept. 25 !

No school tH
Monday, Sept. 28 $ %
No school
#&
Wednesday, Sept. 30) .
Conversation
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Continued on page 2



Nixon Newss a PTA funded news-

letter, designed to serve as a pareft

educational and information re-

source. lItis published on Friday
(except when holidays interfere)
every three to four weeks. Submig

PrinCipaI’S Corner continued from page 1.

sions should be sent via e-mail to fhe

editor, Julie Tomz. Either type the

text directly in the body of the e-mail

or attach a Microsoft Word Format]
file. If your article is on paper and

cannot be submitted electronicallyfor 6,

if you have a photo or graphic,
please contact the editor for instrug

tions. Deadlines are announced oh

page 2 (see below) of every issue.

They are normally (but not always !

the Wednesday the week before ppib- !

lication. Articles may be edited fon
spelling, grammar, clarity, and
length. All submissions must in-
clude your name and contact infor
mation.

Information in this newsletter is prg
vided as a community service. Th

A4

mention of any business, service, pr

organization in this newsletter doeg

not imply endorsement by the NixatQ

PTA or the PAUSD.
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PTA President’'s Letter by paisy zook
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT COMMISSION

Questions Parents Ask About Schools

-g@ PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

How can | get the most out of parent-teacher conferences?

*  Setup aconference early in the school year. Let the teacher know that you are interested in your child's education and that you
want io be kept mformed of his progress. i English is your second language. you may need to make special amangements,
such as ncluding in the conference someone who is bllingual.

*  |f possible, also amange to ohserve the teaching in your chibd's classroom. Afterward, talk with the teacher about what you saw
and how it fits with your hopes for your child and your child's needs.

# Before a conference, wite ot questions you want fo ask and jot down what you want to tell the teacher. Be prepared to take
notes. during the conference and ask for an explanation if you don't understand something.

& Talk with the teacher about your child's talents, hobbies, study habits and any special sensitivities he might hawe, such as
concams about weight or speech difficulties.

#  Tell the teacher if you think yowr child needs special help and about any special family situation or event that might affect your
child's ability to leam. Mention such things as a new baby, an illness or a recent or an upcoming mowe.

s  Tell the teacher what kind of person you want your child to become and what values are important to you.

#  Ack the teacher for specific details about your child's work and progress. | your child has already received some grades, ask
how your child is being evaluated.

#  Ack ahout speciic things that you can do to help your child. At home, think about what the teacher has said and then follow up.
If the teacher has tod you that your child needs: to improve in certain areas, check back in a few weeks to see how things are
going.

» Approach the teacher with a cooperative spint. If you disagree with the teacher about an issue, don't angue in front of yowr child.
Set up a mesting to talk only about that issue. Before that meeting, plan what you are going to say. Try to be positive and
remain calm. Listen carefully. if the teacher's explanation doesn't satisfy you, and you do not think you can make progress by
further discassion with the teacher, amange to talk with the principal or even the school superintendent.

;Camo puedo sacar mayor provecho de las reuniones individuales entre los padres y el
maestro?

#+ Hagauna cita con anticipacion a principios del afio escolar. Hagale saber al maestro que a usted ke
interesa ka formacion academica de su hijo ¥ guiere que ke mantenga informado de su progreso. Si el
|mb5ﬁpaamhdunﬁeglmdmumﬂmmhamrmpmm,m
inchuir en ks reunion wna persona bilingde.

# De serposible, también haga lo necesario para observar la ensefianza en el saldn de clase de su hijo. Después, hable con
maestno acerca de lo que vio y cimo eso cuadra con kas esperanzas que usted tiene para su hijo ¥ sus necesidades,

*  Antes de la reunitn, esoniba las preguntas que deses hacer y anote lo que desee decire al maestro. Este preparado para
tomar apuntes durante |a entrevista y pedir una explicacion en caso de que no entienda algo.

# Hable con el maestro acerca de los talentos, ks pasatiempos, kos habitos de estudio y cualquier otra sensibilidad que tenga su
hijo, tales como la preccupacion por su peso o las dificultades con el habla,

* Digale al maestro si usted considera que su hijo necesita ayuda especial y avisele de cualquier situacion de familia o evento
que pueda afectar la capacidad de su hijo para aprender, como por ejemplo, un bebe recien nacido, una enfermedad o una
mudanza reciente o proxima.

+ Digale al masstro que dase de persona quiere que sea su hijo y cuales valores son importantes para usted.

. F'ld.aleajmaesm:ldﬂﬁmmamyﬂmﬂd&mhwjlﬂhﬂﬁmmmmpreg.mleput
&l metodo o e sistema de evaluacion.

»  Pregunte por actividades concretas que usied pueda realizar para ayudar a su hijo. Estando en su casa, piense en lo que el
maestro ha dicho y trate luege de ponerio en practica. Si el maestro ke dijo que su hijo necesita mejorar en ciertas matenias,
consulte de nuevo en pocas SeMmanas para ver coma le va en allas.

# Dirijase al maestro con wn espiritu de cooperacion y colaboracion. Si usted no esta de acuerdo con &l respecio a un problema,
mﬁsmndﬂalegemhi}o.uéshien.hagaunamapaamisempﬁmduumelmaesh'npaamese_

Antes de esa reunion, planee ko que va a decrie. Trate de ser positve y mantener la calma. Escuche con atencion. Sila
explicacion del maestro no lo deja satisfecho, y no considera que pueda hacer mas progreso discutiendo &l asunto con el
maestro, trate de concertar una cita con el director de la escuela o incluso con el superintendents de escuelas.

Parent Imeolvement Commission
U.S. Deparment of Education, Mo Child Left Behind

CALIFORNIA STATE FTA THE COMMUNICATOR. OCTOBER 20006
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M The Nixon Afterschool Program started up

% again after Labor Day, and there is still

& time and room to sign up.

M Our new Mandarin class, which is part of

the language program offered by our long-

K time after school teacher Natalia de la

E M Chica, still has a few spots available

o (Wednesday for Grades 1-3). It is taught

& by an experienced and qualified native

l Mandarin teacher and offers your child a

. M fun and professional introduction to a new

& language.

Most other program still have some

limited openings, too. Hurry and don't miss

your chance to let your child be part of the

Nixon afterschool experience. It is an

interesting and convenient way to add new

dimensions to your child's life.

If you do not have a hard copy of the Nixon
Enrichment Package you can pick one up

in the office. You can also go to the

Enrichment link on the Nixon website.

If you have further questions please feel

free to contact any of the Nixon enrichment

coordinators:

48[4

Katrin Richter
Elizabeth Pierce

Athina Peiou-Quake
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Many thanks to the following two individuals, who
just volunteered to take on two unfilled PTA roles.

Laura Nicolls - PTA Auditor

This is Laura's third year both at Nixon and in the
district after relocating from Colorado. She hast
sons: Robbie in 2nd grade at Nixon and Joe in 8th
grade at Terman. She enjoys volunteering in the
classroom at Nixon and the library at Terman.

Ping Hao — PTA Council Representative

This is Ping’s first year at Nixon and on the PT3he
has a daughter, Natalie, who is a kindergartemet aa
son, Nolan, who is 2. She has been actively ireal
in her daughter’s previous schools as well as her o
alumni organization and looks forward to participgt
at Nixon. Ping is also working on a start-up.
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Students Speak
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In Laura Lajeunesse’s second grade class, the children watched President Obama’s Sept. 8th
speech to students around the country. She asked her students to share their impressions of the
speech’s “big message.” Some of the responses were:

“Don’t give up."

"Try your best."

"Be responsible for your school work."

"Wash your hands."

"Try hard to reach your goals."

"If you make a mistake try again.”

"Never give up."

"Be respectful to your parents and teachers."”

"Stay home if you are sick so you don’t get your friends sick."

"Ask for help."
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Dear Parents,

Nixon School is offering once again a program gfsart for students that involves them in skill
building activities held in individual or group sags. The program focuses on school adjustme
and other issues affecting school progress andcipation. It provides opportunity for students
meet with a counseling intern who is supervisednlygelf and David Sitzer, Ph.D. , a licensed
clinical psychologist who is contracted by PAUSTDhis year we are fortunate enough to have tyvo
interns. Sita Chopra will be at Nixon on Mondawysl & uesdays and Emily Fishman will be at
Nixon on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdaysoulfegel that your child would benefit from
this counseling support program please contact gbild's teacher and he or she will contact me|.

>S5

Regards,

Sharon Zebker
Nixon School Psychologist

Information for this article was contributed by 8ént Reporters E. T., C. M., A. W, A. T.,and E. U

Do you — or someone you know — want to enjoy reaeédixon? As a yard duty worker, you can help
make lunch and recess as safe and enjoyable ablpesand have fun at the same time!

Nixon is in need of extra yard duty workers duringch and recess from 11:30 to 12:30. Paid postio
are available on Mondays and Fridays, and extranteers are needed on all days of the week.
Responsibilities are helping at the eating aredssapervising the playground.

Nixon’s current yard duty workers say the job isremely rewarding and fun. Masharika Wiggins, who
has worked yard duty at Nixon for nine years, sdié enjoys “helping kids interact with one anotired
helping them find new friends and learn new gami€svin Johnson, who has helped with Nixon yard
duty for the last 10 years, added that he enjojmrgeand playing with the kids.

Jennifer Galey is in her second year of yard ddtyove getting to know all the children, even bgme,
and making sure they are safe and having fun,’salce

“l enjoy seeing the kids and all the different fa¢eadds Heavenly
Senegal, who has helped with yard duty for thedasyears.

Please contact Becky Brewer in the front officmiérested.

NIXON NEWS Page 13



Nixon Students Prepare and Serve Meal at a HomeleS#helter
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Reflections Art Contest: “Beauty Is ...”

“Beauty is.... * What comes to
mind? What is beauty for you?

Nixon News Student Reporters

E.T.G.A AT, E ., K.S, M /
S.,and P. S. went out on a qu E://////
to find what comes to the mind \e—
of Nixon kids.

The beach (K. H.,®%grade)

My dog, Sugar (E.B., 4th grade)
My family and friends (A. I.-P., 4th grade)
Flowers (S. S.,%grade)

Summer days (Z. H.™grade)

Love (T. H., 4 grade)

Pets (D. N., % grade)

Landscapes (E. T."4grade)

Nature (P. S.," grade)

A.’s green flower shirt (J. L.,"2 grade)

K. (M. S., 29grade)

-

timeless sight. What is beauty for
you?

Draw, paint, make up a story, take a

# photo, write a poem, make a col-
&/ lage, or even compose a musical
@ piece.

All works will be exhibited at the
Nixon Art Show, November 2-5.
Five works from each category for
each age group will be selected to advance toitie d
trict level.

The deadline for submissions is October 16th. Rick
form at the office and start working on your creati

For more details contact the Nixon Reflectionsirsha
Gili Keshet-Aspitz or Larisa Usich .

More information also is available wtvw.pta.org/

“Beauty is.... “ is the theme for this year’s Refleas reflections
program — a nationwide arts recognition program for
students. Beauty can be so many things — something

we see or something we feel, a special moment or a
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Andy Isaacs

Co-Director, Center for Elementary Mathematics Sogknce Education
University of Chicago

Ellen Dairyko

Associate Director, Center for Elementary Matheosaéind Science Education
University of Chicago

Cheryl Moran
Co-Director, Implementation Center,
University of Chicago School Mathematics Project
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