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Tuesday, Sept. 22  

Back to School Picnic 
5:30 to 7:30 pm 

 
School pictures 

 
Thursday, Sept. 24  
Principal's Coffee for 

New Families 
8:15 am, theatre 

 
Friday, Sept. 25 

No school 
 

Monday, Sept. 28 
No school 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 30 

Conversation 
about Everyday Math 

7-9 pm, theater 
 

Friday, Oct. 2 
PTA executive board 
and general meeting 

11:30 am, theatre 
 

Friday, Oct. 16 
Reflections Art 

Contest entries due 
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Continued on page 2 



Page 2                                                                                                                                                                                 NIXON NEWS 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�	
��� �
�
������ �
�
Nixon News is a PTA funded news-
letter, designed to serve as a parent 
educational and information re-
source.  It is published on Friday 
(except when holidays interfere) 
every three to four weeks.  Submis-
sions should be sent via e-mail to the 
editor, Julie Tomz. Either type the 
text directly in the body of the e-mail 
or attach a Microsoft Word Format 
file.  If your article is on paper and 
cannot be submitted electronically or 
if you have a photo or graphic, 
please contact the editor for instruc-
tions.  Deadlines are announced on 
page 2 (see below) of every issue.  
They are normally (but not always) 
the Wednesday the week before pub-
lication.  Articles may be edited for 
spelling, grammar, clarity, and 
length.  All submissions must in-
clude your name and contact infor-
mation. 
 
Information in this newsletter is pro-
vided as a community service.  The 
mention of any business, service, or 
organization in this newsletter does 
not imply endorsement by the Nixon 
PTA or the PAUSD. �
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Principal’s Corner  Continued from page 1. 
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PTA President’s Letter by Daisy Zook 
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Many thanks to the following two individuals, who 
just volunteered to take on two unfilled PTA roles. 
 

Laura Nicolls -  PTA Auditor 
 
This is Laura's third year both at Nixon and in the 
district after relocating from Colorado.  She has two 
sons:  Robbie in 2nd grade at Nixon and Joe in 8th 
grade at Terman. She enjoys volunteering in the 
classroom at Nixon and the library at Terman.  

 
Ping Hao – PTA Council Representative 

 
This is Ping’s first year at Nixon and on the PTA.  She 
has a daughter, Natalie, who is a kindergartener, and a 
son, Nolan, who is 2.   She has been actively involved 
in her daughter’s previous schools as well as her own 
alumni organization and looks forward to participating 
at Nixon.  Ping is also working on a start-up.    
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The Nixon Afterschool Program started up 
again after Labor Day, and there is still 
time and room to sign up. 
 
Our new Mandarin class, which is part of 
the language program offered by our long- 
time after school teacher Natalia de la 
Chica, still has a few spots available 
(Wednesday for Grades 1-3). It is taught 
by an experienced and qualified native 
Mandarin teacher and offers your child a 
fun and professional introduction to a new 
language. 
 
Most other program still have some 
limited openings, too. Hurry and don't miss 
your chance to let your child be part of the 
Nixon afterschool experience. It is an 
interesting and convenient way to add new 
dimensions to your child's life. 
 
If you do not have a hard copy of the Nixon 
Enrichment Package you can pick one up 
in the office. You can also go to the 
Enrichment link on the Nixon website. 
 
If you have further questions please feel 
free to contact any of the Nixon enrichment 
coordinators: 
 

Katrin Richter   
 

Elizabeth Pierce  
 

Athina Peiou-Quake  
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Students Speak 
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In Laura Lajeunesse’s second grade class, the children watched President Obama’s Sept. 8th 
speech to students around the country. She asked her students to share their impressions of the 
speech’s “big message.”  Some of the responses were: 
     
“Don’t give up." 
 
"Try your best." 
 
"Be responsible for your school work." 
 
"Wash your hands." 
 
"Try hard to reach your goals." 
 
"If you make a mistake try again." 
 
"Never give up." 
 
"Be respectful to your parents and teachers." 
 
"Stay home if you are sick so you don’t get your friends sick." 
 
"Ask for help." 
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Information for this article was contributed by Student Reporters E. T., C. M., A. W., A. T., and E. U. 
 
Do you – or someone you know – want to enjoy recess at Nixon?  As a yard duty worker, you can help 
make lunch and recess as safe and enjoyable as possible – and have fun at the same time!  
 
Nixon is in need of extra yard duty workers during lunch and recess from 11:30 to 12:30.  Paid positions 
are available on Mondays and Fridays, and extra volunteers are needed on all days of the week. 
Responsibilities are helping at the eating areas and supervising the playground. 
 
Nixon’s current yard duty workers say the job is extremely rewarding and fun.  Masharika Wiggins, who 
has worked yard duty at Nixon for nine years, said she enjoys “helping kids interact with one another and 
helping them find new friends and learn new games.” Kevin Johnson, who has helped with Nixon yard 
duty for the last 10 years, added that he enjoys helping and playing with the kids. 
 
Jennifer Galey is in her second year of yard duty.  “I love getting to know all the children, even by name, 
and making sure they are safe and having fun,” she said.   
 
“I enjoy seeing the kids and all the different faces,” adds Heavenly 
Senegal, who has helped with yard duty for the last six years. 
 
Please contact Becky Brewer in the front office if interested. 

����������
��� ��!��"�	��#�����	�#�$�������������
��� ��!��"�	��#�����	�#�$�������������
��� ��!��"�	��#�����	�#�$�������������
��� ��!��"�	��#�����	�#�$���� ���

Dear Parents, 
 
Nixon School is offering once again a program of support for students that involves them in skill 
building activities held in individual or group settings.  The program focuses on school adjustment 
and other issues affecting school progress and participation.  It provides opportunity for students to 
meet with a counseling intern who is supervised by myself and David Sitzer, Ph.D. , a licensed 
clinical psychologist who is contracted by PAUSD.  This year we are fortunate enough to have two 
interns.  Sita Chopra will be at Nixon on Mondays and Tuesdays and Emily Fishman will be at 
Nixon on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  If you feel that your child would benefit from 
this counseling support program please contact your child's teacher and he or she will contact me. 
 
Regards, 
 
Sharon Zebker 
Nixon School Psychologist 
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Nixon Students Prepare and Serve Meal at a Homeless Shelter 
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“Beauty is…. “  What comes to 
mind? What is beauty for you? 
  
Nixon News Student Reporters 
E. T., G. A., A. T., E. ., K. S., M. 
S., and P. S. went out on a quest 
to find what comes to the mind 
of Nixon kids. 
  
The beach (K. H., 4th grade) 
My dog, Sugar  (E.B., 4th grade) 
My family and friends (A. I.-P., 4th grade) 
Flowers (S. S., 4th grade) 
Summer days (Z. H., 4th grade) 
Love (T. H., 4th grade) 
Pets (D. N., 4th grade) 
Landscapes (E. T., 4th grade) 
Nature (P. S., 2nd grade) 
A.’s green flower shirt (J. L., 2nd grade) 
K. (M. S., 2nd grade) 
 
 
“Beauty is…. “ is the theme for this year’s Reflections 
program — a nationwide arts recognition program for 
students.  Beauty can be so many things — something 
we see or something we feel, a special moment or a 

timeless sight. What is beauty for 
you? 
  
Draw, paint, make up a story, take a 
photo, write a poem, make a col-
lage, or even compose a musical 
piece. 
  
All works will be exhibited at the 
Nixon Art Show, November 2-5.  
Five works from each category for 

each age group will be selected to advance to the dis-
trict level. 
  
The deadline for submissions is October 16th. Pick a 
form at the office and start working on your creation. 
 
For more details  contact the Nixon Reflections chairs, 
Gili Keshet-Aspitz or Larisa Usich . 
 

More information also is available at www.pta.org/
reflections. 

Reflections Art Contest:  “Beauty Is …” 
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Andy Isaacs 

Co-Director, Center for Elementary Mathematics and Science Education 
University of Chicago   
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Ellen Dairyko  
Associate Director, Center for Elementary Mathematics and Science Education  

University of Chicago 
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Cheryl Moran 
Co-Director, Implementation Center,  

University of Chicago School Mathematics Project 


